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Syrian paper lauds commando attacks 

DAMASCUS (R) 1 A’ Syrian Inewspaper Saturday praised increased 

Arab commando attacks against Israel and forecast imtiiwiteH support 
from Damascus. The scrai-«B5dai AiThawra described eight raids against 
Israel's northern border in the last four months as “bright pages in the 
heroic res is t ance against rhe ierror and brutal campaigns practised by the 
Israeli forces.'*- It added: "It is natural that the national Lebanese and 
Palestinian forces wifi find unlimited and co n ti nue d support from Syria.” 
Lebanon-based commandos have twice attacked Israel since Syria and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) this week ended a five-year-old 
rift after the assassination of PLO deputy military commander Khalil A1 
Wazir (Abu Jihad), which was widely blamed on Israel. Two Palestinians 
wounded an . Israeli soldier before being shot dead in a border incident 
Wednesday. A day earlier three comandos and two Israeli soldiers, 
including a high ranking commander of a crack brigade, died in a dash 
just inside Israel's northern border. "When Syria bet on the military 
option it was taking into consideration the ability and readiness of the 
Arab masses to sacrifice and continue the armed struggle until they 
liberate their lands.” AI Thawra said. 
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‘Israel remains a threat to Egypt 7 
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ABU DHABI (Agencies) — Israel will remain a threat to Egypt for at 
least the next 30 years, a senior Egyptian officer was quoted as saying 
Saturday. ‘'Events in the region have shown that the fundamental threat 
to Egypt comes from the eastern front." Major General Ahmad Shawqi § 
Al Hafni. a strategist a! Cairo's Nasser Military Academy, told Al Itlihad | 
daily of Abu Dhabi. The paper said Hafni was commenting on the 
opening of a new road Friday near the Sinai coastal border strip of Taba. 
Egypt and Israel have rival claims to the liny strip, now an Israeli resort, 
and the issue has been sent to international arbitration. "This strategic 
road is part of a far-reaching {Man designed to deal with potential threats 
which Israel represents to Egypt for at least 30 years to come." Hafni said. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was briefed Saturday on U.S. 
proposals to resolve the Taba dispute with Israel without a decision by 
international arbitration. Foreign Minister Esmac Abdul Meguid told 
reporters he met Mubarak to discuss new ideas from U.S. State 
Department legal Adviser Abraham Sofaer on settling the status of Taba. 
Sofaer, now in Israel, met Abdul Meguid Thursday and was expected to 
return to Cairo with an Israeli reaction to the proposals. 
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Labour holiday 

The Jordan Tunes wfiU not be 
published Monday, May 2, due 
to the Labour Day ho&day Sun- 
day. The next issue of the news- 
paper win appear Tuesday, 
May 3. The Jordan Times 
wishes its readers, advertisers 
and patrons a happy holiday. 


Aziz heads 
for Brazil 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz left 
Saturday for an official visit to 
Brazil, the Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) said. INA said a repre- 
sentative of the Arab League and 
a member of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
were accompanying Aziz. They 
would disenss the four-month old 
Palestinian uprising in die Israeli 
occupied territories with Brazil, 
one of the current non-perma- 
nent members of the United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

Iraqi and Iranian 
detained in Manila 

MANILA (R) — Police, investi- 
gating a report that Palestinian 
activists were planning to attack a 
U.S. military base in the Philip- 
pines. Saturday said they had 
detained an Iraqi and an Iranian 
for questioning. The state-run 
Pfrihppme News Agency (PNA) 
quoted police captain Roman 
Lacap as saying the men were 
taken into custody on a bus head- 
ing for Angeles City, site of the 
U.S. Clark air base. A document 
leaked by police Thursday and 
purporting to have been provided 
by Israeli intelligence services 
said Palestinian activists, planned 
to plant. e^tapytt .neag.. the. .air. 
base. 

Egypt holds 6 Israelis 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police 
have arrested six Israeli mer- 
chants and charged them with 
peddling forged dollars, Cairo’s 
semi-official Al Ahram newspap- 
er reported Saturday. It said 
police held the six when they 
nought tax-free goods with forged 
$100 bills in the Sinai town of 
Rafah, dose to the Israeli border. 
The accused, in Egypt with a 
tourist group, claimed Tel Aviv 
money-diangers bad given them 
the notes. Al Ahram said they 
would stand trial shortly. 

Fire breaks out 
at Cairo TV building 

CAIRO ( AP) — Fire broke out 
Saturday in the 27-storey building 
bousing Cairo’s government 
radio and television services, and 
40 people were overcome by 
smoke, government and hospital 
officials said. An Interior Minis- 
try spokesman said the fire was 
caused by an electric short circuit. 
Employees in the building said 
the smell of burnt wires was 
unmistakable. Black and grey 
smoke billowed from windows on 
the eighth Boor, where the fire 
started, and several floors above 
and below. People stood on bal- 
conies and looked from windows 
as hundreds of onlookers 
gathered beside the Nile River 
below. An official at the Boulac 
General Hospital near the Radio- 
TV building told the AP that 20 
people were brought there for 
treatment of smoke inhalation. 

Former Tunisian 
minister pardoned 

TUNIS (AP) — Former Finance 
Minister Ahmad Ben Salah, who 
escaped from prison in 1973 while 
serving a 10-year sentence for 
high treason, was granted a par- 
don Saturday. Justice Minister 
Slaheddine Baiy announced the 
pardon after a meeting with Pres- 
ident Zine Al Abidine Ibn All, 
who bas taken several other simi- 
lar steps towards national recon- 
ciliation since taking office last 
November. 

9 Iranians seek 
asylum in Greece 

ATHENS (R) — Nine Iranians 
arrested after crossing into 
Greece from Turkey Saturday are 
seeking political asylum, the 
semi-official ANA news agency 
reported. It said the group, in- 
cluding two small children, were 
arrested at Orestias in the north- 
east of the country with three 
Greeks who were charged with 
helping them cross the border. 


Leaders say uprising cannot be uprooted 

Palestinians, settlers 
battle in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Palestinians and Jewish settlers fought in the 
occupied West Bank village of Hebron Satur- 
day after five Israelis were injured there by a 
petrol bomb, Palestinian sources said. 


The sources, quoted by Reu- 
ters, said about 100 armed Jewish 
settlers drove through Hebron 
and shot and wounded a Palesti- 
nian man. They said the settlers 
had taken over a school. 

An army spokesman said there 
was a confrontation between 
Palestinian residents of Hebron 
and armed Jewish settlers from 
the nearby settlement of Kiryat 
Aiha and claimed that an army 
unit had separated the two sides. 

He said a Palestinian with a 
gunshot wound had arrived at 
Hebron’s Aba hospital, but could 
not confirm who shot him. 

Arab sources said five Israelis 
were reported injured in Hebron 
after Palestinians threw a petrol 
bomb into their car early Satur- 
day. Witnesses quoted by Reu- 
ters said occupants jumped from 
the car with their clothes on fire. 


Hebron residents injured a 
border policeman when they 
threw a stone at him and smashed 
the windows of two settlers' cars, 
the sources said. Settlers returned 
and clashed with Palestinians la- 
ter in the day. 

Hospital sources said soldiers 
shot and wounded two Palesti- 
nian teenagers in Nablus Satur- 
day after clashes between troops 
and stone-throwing protesters. 

An army spokesman said no 
one was hurt when Palestinians 
threw stones near Jenin. 

The dashes in Hebron and 
Nablus followed several days of 
relative quiet in 2 20-week-old 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Other parts of the occupied terri- 
tories were reported calm 
Saturday. 

But the latest communique 


Iraq threatens to 
renew missile attacks 


flAGHDAD^Rj'^'Triq 
threatened Saturday to resume 
missile attacks against Iranian 
cities unless Tehran stopped 
bombarding Iraqi towns and vil- 
lages. 

“The crimes of the Iranian 
repine in continuing to bombard 
residential areas in Iraqi towns 
and villages will not pass without 
duel punishment,” a high com- 
mand communique said. 

It said Iranian long-range artil- 
lery. hit residential areas in the 
southern port city of Basra Friday 
night. 

Basra and other border towns 
and villages had been shelled 
several times since April 20 when 
Iraq stopped attacks on Iran's 


lice -tensurf ace missile and other 
rockets in its missile arsenal to hit 
Tehran and other Iranian cities. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Saturday the new missiles 
could reach all Iran's ports &nd 
terminals in the Golf and remote 
dties inside Iran. 

Iran repeated its denial Satur- 
day and reported that an Amer- 
ican spy plane flew over its terri- 
tory. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA, received in Cyprus, 
quoted a war information head- 
quarters spokesman as saying: 
"Iranian Muslim combatants did 
not shell Basra.” 

IRNA said Iraq had shelled the 
Iranian city of Abadan, across the 


cities under a unilaterally de- . Shaft Al Arab waterway from 


dared truce, it said. 

Iraq declared the truce in the 
nearly two-month-old war of the 
dties which killed thousands of 
civ ilians but said it would hit back 
if Iran bombarded its dties or 
mounted a border offensive. 

Iran Friday denied its forces 
had attacked Iraqi dvilian areas 
and claimed Baghdad was look- 
ing for an excuse to resume its 
assaults on Iranian dties. 

The Baghdad communique 
said Iraq would use its new SOG- 
kilometre range “Al Abbas” sur- 


Basra, and three northern border 
towns, killing nine people and 
wounding 76 others. 

In a separate report, the agen- 
cy said a high-flying American 
reconnaissance plane broke the 
sound barrier as it passed over 
the southern Iranian province of 
Hormuzgan Saturday. 

It also said Iranian anti-aircraft 
fire forced intruding Iraqi war- 
planes to flee after they tried to 
approach the northern Gulf port 
of Busberb and Hamadan dry in 
northwestern Iran. 


from the underground leaders of 
the uprising, appearing in Arab 
Jerusalem Friday, declared Sun- 
day a day of violent Palestinian 
demonstrations. 

Local leaders said Saturday 
Palestinians were digging in for a 
long struggle and the recent lull 
did not indicate an end to the 
uprising. 

They said that after an initial 
phase of demonstrations, the up- 
rising increasingly involves the 
middle class and has put down 
roots. At least 175 Palestinians 
have died since the uprising be- 
gan Dec. 9. 

Hanna Siniora, editor of the 
Arab Jerusalem Arabic daily 
newspaper Al Fajr said: “I don’t 
think (the uprising) is fading. 
People are preparing for a long 
term struggle. The intifadah is 
digging in its heels and preparing 
for the long haul.” 

Siniora said Palestinian mer- 
chants and workers have actively 
joined the uprising in response to 
severe economic and financial 
curbs imposed by Israel. 

The occupation authorities 
have restricted the amount of 
money Palestinians can obtain 
from outside and the authorities 
refuse to renew the licences of 
Palestinians who do not pay their 
taxes. 

In Hebron, Palestinians said 
Israeli tax collectors stopped resi- 
dents at checkpoints and confis- 
cated the care of several Palesti- 
nians who 'had not paid their 
taxes. 

Fifteen Arab Jerusalem shop- 
keepers who this week defied a 
military order to open their stores 

(Continued on page 5) 



Israeli pofice arrest a Palestinian woman in occupied Jerusalem 


message to 


mm emir 


DOHA (Peira) — The Emir of 
Qatar. Sheikh Khaiifa Ibn 
Hamad Al Thani. Saturday re- 
ceived a message from His Majes- 
ty King Hussein on the latest 
developments in the region, bi- 
lateral relations and His Majesty 
King's evaluation of the cur- 
rent situation in the Arab scene. 

The message was delivered to 
the emir by Royal Court Chief 
Marwan Al Qasem. who returned 
to Amman later Saturday. 

The message came within the 
framework of continuing con- 
sultations and coordination be- 
tween Jordan and sister Arab 
countries. 


Gulf shipping community we 
U.S. move to expand 




BAHRAIN (Agencies) — The 
shipping community Saturday 
welcomed Washington’s decision 
to widen the U.S. navy’s role to 
protect third-nation vessels 
against Iran in the Gulf, but 
noted that America may become 
the policeman of the strategic 
waterway. 

Some shipping officials com- 
plained that the new policy, 
announced Friday in Washing- 
ton. fell short of actually provid- 
ing protection for all ships. 

Others predicted that soon, ev- 
ery ship entering or leaving the 
Gulf will try to link op with a 
convoy of vessels -under U.S. 
navy protection. 

Those convoys, operating on 
an irregular schedule, lately have 
averaged three each way per 
month. They frequently attract 
non-U. S. -flag “hitchhikers” 


Radicals score gains 
in Iranian elections 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian radic- 
als made sizeable gains in elec- 
tions for Iran’s 270-seat parlia- 
ment, but runoff voting May 13 
for 82 still-undecided seats will 
determine the future course of 
the Islamic revolution. 

No faction has won a dear 
majority in the Majlis, or parlia- 
ment. from the first round of 
voting held April 8 during Iraqi 
missile and air raids on Iranian 
dties. 

But the 188 results so far 
announced by Iran's state-run 
media, monitored in Nicosia, 
show a marked tilt towards the 
radicals, with some leading con- 
servatives losing their seats. 

The radicals are strongly anti- 
Western and could adopt a 
tougher stand against U.S. in- 


Chirac waits for Le 
Pen endorsement 


PARIS (R) — Conservative 
Prime Minister Jacques Chirac, 
fating defeat in France's pres- 
idential election, finds out Sun- 
day whether a week of political 
manoeuvring has won him the 
support of extreme right-wing 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen. 

Voters who backed Le Pen’s 
“France for the French” platform 
in the first round of the election 


show of foe far right leader has 
allowed his influence to be felt 
throughout the second round 
campaign. 

Chirac needs to secure Nation- 
al Front votes as well as those of 
the moderate centre-right if he is 
to win. 

But some National Front activ- 
ists are warning against linking up 
with the conservative candidate* 


last week will gather in the heart saying it could be the “kiss of 
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.of Paris to celebrate the feast day 
of France's heroine Joan of Arc. 

Le Pen plans to use the occa- 
sion to tell 50,000 members of his 
National Front party whether to 
vote for Chirac or his opponent m 
the May 8 final round — Socialist 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

Mitterrand, who topped last 
Sunday's first round with just 
over one-third of the vote, has a 
55 per cent to 45 per cent lead in 
the latest opinion polls for the 
second round. 

Le Pen won 14 per cent in the 
first round, upsetting France's 
political establishment and 
snatching support from both tra- 
ditional centre-right candidates 
— Chirac and former Prime 
Minister Raymond Barre. _ 


death” for the far right unless 
Chirac makes an open gesture of 
support for them. 

National Front officials said 
Sunday's rally would be Le Pen's 
last great showpiece of the cam- 
paign. 

“In two month’s time, every- 
one will have forgotten the fight 
between Mitterrand and Chirac. 
People will only remember Jean- 
Marie Le Pen’s May Day,” one 
official said. 

Le Pen’s anti-immigrant prog- 
ramme has been die focal point of 
a week of delicate manoeuvring, 
as Chirac tries to find a way of 
winning over the National Front 
without scaring away the centrist. 

Barre* centre-right leader and 
now Chirac's ally, has come out 



Jacques Chirac 

joined forces immediately after 
last Sunday's results were 
announced. Chirac and his lieute- 
nants have made several covert 
overtures to the National Front. 

Chirac told a campaign rally 
Friday he understood the far- 
right mentality and refused to 
turn his back on National Front 
voters out of “intellectual snob- 
bery and election tactics.” 

His hardline Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua appealed to the 
National From in an interview 
with the conservative weekly 


. . Modern Values, saying the main- 

Chnac took a disappointing strongly against making any elec- stream right had done badly be- 
19.5 per cent and Barre 16.5 per toral compromises with the ex- cause it failed to appeal to the 
cent. Barre and Le Pen were treme right. French values upheld by all right- 

ditnmated, but the surprising But since Chirac and Barre wing voters. 


tervention in the Golf over the . 
next four-year parliament term 
following the loss of a half-dozen 
Iranian vessels April 18 in dashes 
with the U.S. navy. 

Tehran Radio reported that 
just under 17 million Iranians 
voted in the first round, about 80 
per cent of the electorate. 

Interior Minister Aii Akbar 
Mohtashemi declared that the 
turnout for the thud parliamen- 
tary election since Ayatollah 
Ruhollab Khomeini’s 1979 re- 
volution was a record. 

“The results so far indicate that 
the third Majlis will be heavily 
weighted in favour of the radic- 
als, opening the way for reformist 
legislation,” London-based 
analyst Vahe Petrossian said in 
the Middle East Economic Digest 
(MEED). 

Gary Sick, a former Iran spe- 
cialist with the U.S. National 
Security Agency, said in a tele- 
phone interview: “Tbe real pic- 
ture won’t emerge until the 
runoffs next month and when the 
Majlis elects the cabinet.” 

The election is expected to 
produce big gains for the radicals 
who are advocating major eco- 
nomic and social reforms long 
blocked by conservative clerics 
and the “bazaaris,” tbe wealthy 
mer chan t class who have survived 
the revolution and still wield con- 
siderable influence. 

Among the winners were Ho- 
jatoleslam Mehdi Karroubi, head 

(Continued on page 5) 


while travelling through the main 
danger areas, the Strait of Hor- 
muz and southern Gulf waters. 

While the United States pre- 
viously had said it would provide 
only “humanitarian aid” to ships 
in distress, none of the vessels 
sailing close to the convoys was 
ever molested by Iran. 

“In effect, this could turn out 
to be a substitute for the proposal 
to have a U.N. naval task force 
protect shipping in the Gulf until 
tbe Iraq-Iran war ends,” said one 
of the executives. '‘And despite 
statements by U.S. officials, the 
United States is going to find 
itself becoming ’die policeman in 
tbe waterway." 

He referred to U.S. Defence 
Secretary Frank Carlucd’s com- 
ment that despite the policy 
change giving U.S. commanders 
the right to intercede in Iranian 
attacks on neutral ships, tbe Un- 
ited States was not the “police- 
man of the Gulf, nor do we wish 
to be." 

While many shippers expressed 
delight at the U.S. decision, were 
wary of predicting an end to raids 
on ships by Iran and Iraq. 

“The decision is years overdue. 
Hundreds of innocent seamen 
have needlessly died.” a Greek 
sea captain told Reuters. “But 
what steps will American 
warships take to stop the 
attacks?” 

Swift Iranian gunboats, which 
have attacked about 30 neutral 
ships this year, can sometimes 
attack a vessel and return to their 
island bases within an hour, ship- 
ping sources said. 


, Scepticism 

They said it was hard to see 
how about 15 U.S. warships in 
the Gulf, which until Friday had 
orders to protect only U. S'. -flag 
vessels, could stop such raids. 

“The Gulf is huge and the 
Americans can’t be everywhere," 
said one source. “If they are not 
prepared to attack the gunboat 
bases, the Iranians can choose 
their moment carefully and keep 
up the raids." 

Tbe Strait of Hormuz, mouth 
of the Gulf and passageway for 
one-sixth of the Western world's 
Oil. has bcCti a id uumfi iidTiiail 

point of attack. It is dotted with 
Iranian islands and is only 50 
kilometres wide. 

Iranian speedboats armed with 
machine-guns and rocket-prop- 
elled grenades can race up at 35 
knots to fire on tankers travelling 
at less than half the speed. 

Iraqi attacks, usually by jets 
firing Exocet missiles at tankers 
carrying Iranian oil, would be 
harder to stop even if they were 
covered by the new U.S. rules of 
engagement, the sources said. 

Tbe U.S. Defence Department 
announced the decision to extend 
protection following a naval bat- 
tle with Iran in the southern Gulf 
April 18. It declined to specify 
what action U.S. forces were 
authorised to take. 

“Following a request from the 
vessel under attack, assistance 
will be rendered by a U.S. 
warship or aircraft if (one) is in 
the vicinity and its mission per- 
mits rendering such assistance,” 


Carlucci said Friday. 

“We do not intend to describe 
our specific rules of engagement 
cr the methods we plan to use.” 
he added. 

U.S. warships in the area in- 
clude the aircraft carrier Enter- 
prise, whose A-6 jets took part in 
the battle in which six Iranian 
warships were damaged or sunk. 

Outraged shippers have called 
for years for protection in the 
Gulf, where U.S.. Soviet. British, 
French and Italian warships have 
generally defended only ships 
flying their national flags. 

Iran attacks ships serving Saudi 
rv&bia, Kuwait arui other Arab 
Gulf stares it regards as Bagh- 
dad’s allies in the Iran-Iraq war 
and has raided only undefended 
vessels. 

It remained to be seem how the 
Soviet Union would react to the 
U.S. policy change. Moscow has 
sought a multinational naval 
escort force under the United 
Nations flag, to which it would be 
a party. 

After Carlucci's statement out- 
lining the U.S. policy change, a 
U.S. official said the new rule 
does not apply to ships from 
communist countries. 

Fewer than 10 per cent of the 
ships sailing Gulf waters fly com- 
munist-bloc flags, and a good part 
of those that do are dealing with 
Iran rather than the other Gulf 
states. 

Some shipping executives said 
they believed Iran would find 
ways to continue menacing ships 

(Continued on page Si 


U.N. sends advance monitors to 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — An 
advance party of U.N. observers 
sent to monitor tbe Geneva 
accords on Afghanistan left Isla- 
mabad Saturday for talks with tbe 
Kabul authorities. United Na- 
tions officials said. 

The team, beaded by Major- 
General Rauli Helminen of Fin- 
land, arrived in Islamabad Mon- 
day to discuss what a Pakistan 
government statement called 
“preparatory administrative and 
logistical work.” 

It said in a statement its meet- 
ings with Pakistani officials had 
been “very positive and construc- 
tive” and it had received assur- 
ances of full cooperation from the 
government. 

The U.N.-mediated accords, 
signed by Afghanistan and Pakis- 
tan in Geneva April 14, provide 
for a withdrawal of an estimated 
115,000 Soviet troops from 


Afghanistan, the return of 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan and 
non-interference in each other's 
affairs. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union signed the agree- 
ment as guarantors. 

The Western-backed Afghan 
Mujahedeen, who were not a 
party to tbe Geneva settlement, 
have vowed to fight on until the 
last Soviet soldier leaves and an 
Islamic government is established 
in Afghanistan. 

U.S.: All Soviets should leave 

The United States Friday dis- 
puted the assertion of Afghan 
President Najibullah that Soviet 
military advisers can stay in bis 
country under the terms of the 
settlement signed in Geneva. 

The State Department said it 
believed the Kremlin had com- 
mitted itself under the Geneva 


accords to withdrawing from 
Afghanistan not only its troops 
but also its military advisrs. 

Najibullah told a news confer- 
ence in Kabul Thursday that 
Soviet military advisers would re- 
main in Afghanistan after tire 
Soviet soldiers withdraw. The 
pullout is due to start May 15- 

“Our understanding of the 
agreement that was negotiated is 
that the Soviets committed them- 
selves to a complete withdrawal.” 
State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said. 

“In that context, it would seem 
logical that Soviet advisers should 
be part of that,” he told repor- 
ters. 

Redman declined to say 
whether the United Stales be- 
lieved that the Soviet Union 
would be in violation of the 
Geneva accords if it kept military 
advisers in Afghanistan. 


Shultz: Many START issues remain unresolved 

MOSCOW (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz has told a 
Soviet journalist that there are 
many unresolved issues in the 
superpower talks on a treaty cut- 
ting strategic nuclear arms. TASS 
news agency said Saturday. 

Negotiating the treaty has been 
“much more difficult, more intru- 
sive and therefore takes a lot of 
getting used to, a lot of carefuL 
thought.” TASS quoted Shultz as 
saying. 

Its correspondent interviewed 
Shultz after his meeting in Mos- 
cow with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze one week 
ago. TASS did not explain why it 
waited before publishing the in- 
terview. 


State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said Friday the 
two sides were also at odds over 
key provisions of the intermedi- 
ate-range nuclear forces (INF) 
treaty scrapping medium-range 
missiles, signed last December 
(see page 8). 

The dispute, over procedures 
to prevent cheating, involved res- 
trictions on the size of containers, 
vehicles and structures which 
U.S. inspectors can examine and 
the degree of access they will 
have during inspections of Soviet 
military facilities, be said. 

Shultz said that in the new 
negotiations the superpowers had 
not agreed on ways to account for 
sea-launched or air-launched 


cruise missiles, or on activities 
each side may undertake under 
an extension of the 1972 Anti- 
Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty 
limiting missile defences. 

“We have agreed that there 
would be a substantial period of 
non-withdrawal” from the ABM 
treaty, Shultz said. 

"Then there are a lot of issues 
and problems in the verification 
area.” he said, according to 
TASS. 

“We have made a great deal of 
headway but its the kind of pick- 
and-sbovel work that you have to 
do, and does not lend itself to 
someone having a bright idea of 
deciding to go in this way instead 
of that way.” 


In remarks to Western journal- 
ists after his last meeting with 
Shevardnadze, Shultz said the su- 
perpowers were continuing to 
make progress in their relations, 
but acknowledged there had been 
no breakthrough over a strategic 
arms treaty (START) 

The superpowers had hoped 
that the signing of a START 
treaty would be the centrepiece 
of the May 29-June 2 Moscow 
summit between President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Officials from both sides now 
say the issues involved are so 
complex that the accord will 
probably not be ready for signing 
by the end of May. 
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By JalaJ Azzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On May 1 UNRWA 
{the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Re- 
fugees in the Near East) turns a 
new year in its long, but colourful 
and dedicated life. 

After 38 years of continued and 
uninterrupted work. UNRWA 
services are still needed and will 
continue to be needed for the 2 
million Palestine refugees, who 
live in the agency's areas of op- 
erations, pending a solution to 
their long-standing problem. 

UNRWA was established in 
December in 1949 by United Na- 
tions General Assembly resolu- 
tion. to provide emergency relief 
assistance to the more than 
”750,000 Palestine refugees, who 
were uprooted from their home- 
land as a result of the Arab- 
Israeli war in 1948. 

The agency's operations 
started on May 1. 1950, when it 
launched its immediate emergen- 
cy relief programme, thus reliev- 
ing the United Nations Relief for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRPR). 
the American Friends Services 
Committee and the International 
Committee of Jhe Red Cross 
(ICB.C), who were responsible 
for feeding a large numbers of 
refugees. 

Despite its temporary status, as 
spelled out in the resolution 
establishing it, UNRWA is still 
operating; its three-year mandate 
has been extended 14 times since 
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A Palestinian child holds the UNRWA flag on top of the agency's Burj 
A2 ?arajiieh office is Beirut. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: T’MU-t'* 

PROGRAMME ONE 

>4:00 Koran 

?4:2S Pmgrammc review 

?4r25 Cannons 

14:50 Children'* sene' 

35:10 Religious programme 

JS:45 Ramjd-m p u.tle 

HSHffl krabicplaj 

16:40 . Conking programme 

17:09 Religious series 

57:30 Healih and Fasting 

17:40 Arabic cnmed\ 

18:35 Ramadan contest 

19:00 Religious programmes 

19 J5 Varieties and pt.igcammc review 

-tMW News in Arabic 

MJ8 Arable series 

21:30 Puclo from jII u»cr ihc world 
22KX) Hi'ioneal sene' 

13 KM) News summary in Aiabic 

23:10 Arabie senes 

01:45 Religious programme 

PROGRAMME TWO 


18:00 

Rue Carrot 

18J0 

.... 1 '£,*>lcde> F.*n» 

I9.-00 


19:15 


19*30 

News m Hebrew 

19:45 

Varieties 

28:00 

. . . News m Arabic 

2«J0 

Mv Husband and 1 

21:10 

. . World in Flames 

22:00 

.... News in English 

22:20 


23J0 

. Rickman. P-unnan 

RADIO JORDAN 

SS5 KHz. AM A MHz P.f 

Jt partly on 

9S*I KHz. SW' 

Tel: : 

774111-19 

07:80 


07:30 


08:00 

Morning Slum 

10:00 

Nuw» Summarv 

11:05 

... In Ounce rt 

I2.-00 

... News Summarv 

12:05 

Pup Tali 

13:00 

... . News Sum mart 

13:85 

.. F*»p Session contd. 

14:00 

News Bulletin 

14:18 

Insirumentjb 

1430 

Sctcnic Report 

15:00 


16:89 

...... Ncw< Summarv 

16:05 

. Instrumentals 

16^0 

OH Fjsmuhics 

17:00 

. .. l.i'lcnets' Choice 

18:00 

News Summarv 

18:85 

.. Rhythm and Hluev 

19:00 

Ncw-desk 

19^30 

.... Dale with a Sun 


20:00 . . ... Evening Show 

21:00 News Summary 

21:05 Evcniog Show continued 

21:55 Ncwi Summary 

22:00 Evening Show continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23:57 New, Headline 

24 KM) Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

p.’0. ~20. 1323 KHz 

07:00 Ncwydrak 07:30 The Seven Ages 
of Man 07:45 RcflccUons 07:50 Finan- 
cial Review 08:00 World New, 08:09 
Twenty- Fours Hours: News Summary 
08:30 Big Bands — The Singers 08:45 
Letter from America 09 KW Ncwsdcsk 
09:30 Jazz fur ihe Asking UhOO World 
News UMJ9 24 Hours: News. Summary 
lO-JO From Our Own Correspondent 
10:45 Bonk Choice 10:50 Waveguide 
11:00 World News 11:09 RcfIcciRms 
11:15 Pleasures Yours 1 2.-00 World 
News 12:09 The Sunday Papers (Z:I5 
Science in Action 1—45 Squaring ihc 
Triangle 13:00 News Summary: Short 
Story 13:15 Classical Record Review 
13 JO Religious Service 14:08 World 
News 14:09 News Abour Britain 14:15 
From Our Own Correspondent 14-JO 
Musical Matters of Ihe Baroque ISKW 
News Summary followed by Play of ihc 
Week Sarcophagus 18:80 World News 
16:09 Twenty-Four Hours: News Sum- 
mary I6J0 Sports Roundup 16:45 The 
Tony Myall Request Show including at 
17H0 News Summary 17 JO Jazz Score 
IS.-Ofl Radio Newsreel JS.-J5 Sport- 
swmld 19:00 World News IWB Com- 
mentary 19:15 Can Communism 
Cope? 19:45 Letter from America 
20:00 World News 20:09 Reflections 
20:15 Jazz for the Asking 20:45 Sports 
Roundup 21:09 Ncwsdcsk 21:30 My 
Word 22:00 News Summary followed 
by Classical Record Review 22: 15 The 
Mormon Conquest 23:00 World News 
23:09 Twenty- Four Hours. News Sum- 
mary 23 JO Sunday Half Hour 24:00 
News Summary followed hy Short 
Story 08:15 Pleasure - . Yours 81:80 
World News 01:09 Cannery Row 01:25 
Book Ounce 01 JO Financial Review 
01:40 Reflections 01:45 Spurts Round- 
up 02:00 World News 02:09 Commen- 
tary 02:15 Uller Item America 8ZJ0 
Sis Cities 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW IJfiO & sw cw. w, II 74. 

11925 and I52l» Hz 

87:00 News 07:10 VGA Morning 08:00 
News 08:10 VGA Morning B9.-00 News 
09:10 VGA Morning £8:00 News 



ils creation. Through the years 
UNRWA's original mandate has 
been broadened to cover, wider 
areas of concern, including 
education, health, relief and 
works. 

The agency combines huma- 
nitarian and development objec- 
tives and while implementing its 
tasks. UNRWA maintains close 
cooperation with the host govern- 
ments. 

Modest budget 

With a modest annual budget 
of S200 million — a per capita 
expenditure of $100 a year — 
UNRWA now provides educa- 
tion. bealth and relief services to 
some 2.1 million registered re- 
fugees living in Jordan, the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip. Syria and 
Lebanon. 

However, there are Palesti- 
nians who are not registered on 
UNRWA rolls, and as such are 
not eligible for the agency’s ser- 
vices because they do not meet its 
criteria of eligibility and its defini- 
tion of a Palestine “refugee.” 

According to UNRWA a 
Palestine refogee, is a person 
whose normal residence was in 
Palestine for a minimum of two 
years, preceding the Arab-Israeii 
war of 1948. and who as a result 
of this had lost his home and 
means of livelihood and took 
refuge in one of the countries 
where UNRWA operates. 

To qualify for UNRWA assist- 
ance. the person concerned 
should meet the above require- 


ments. Descendants of Palestine 
refugees are also eligible for UN- 
RWA aid. 

UNRWA is unique among the 
United Nations agencies in view 
of its temporary status and its 
total reliance on voluntary con- 
tributions. 

UNRWA income ■ 

Ninety-six per cent of the agen- 
cy's income comes from volun- 
tary contributions made by gov- 
ernments, non-governmental 
organisations and individuals, 
while the remaining 4 per cent 
comes from the United Nations 
budget. 

UNRWA's reliance on volun- 
tary contributions has always 
been responsible for the agency's 
acute financial situation and 
shortfalls. The agency's present 
budget of some $200 million can 
hardly finance the broad spec- 
trum of services it renders to the 
refugees. It should be noted in 
this regard that the contributions 
do not increase with the increase 
in the number of Palestine re- 
fugees who tripled since 1948, 
thus putting more pressure on the 
agency’s already limited budget 
and its ability to cope with re- 
fugees’ basic needs. Faced with 
this situation, the agency has to 
reconsider its priorities with a 
view to shifting the focus from the 
least needed to the most needed 
services. Given this difficult situa- 
tion, and due to a severe financial 
crisis, UNRWA was forced to 
stop distribution of food rations 
to the eligible Palestine refugees. 

On the other hand, the agency 
concentrated bn the education 
programme which the Palesti- 
nians value most. Health falls 
second in priority and relief com- 
es third. Education now takes 
almost more than one third of the 
agency’s budget (around $70 mil- 
lion) followed by health at 14 per 
cent. 

UNRWA's education prog- 
ramme is. by all measures, its 
largest and most efficient. 

The agency runs 63S 
elementary and junior seconday 
schools, attended by 345,000 
Palestine refugee children and 
staffed by 10,160 teachers . It also 
runs 8 vocational training centres, 
attended by around 4,400 stu- 
dents, and staffed by 2,200 voca- 
tional and teacher training in- 
structors. 

In the area of health, UNRWA 
provides preventive medical ser- 
vices and mother and child care 
through 98 bealth centres to some 
1.8 million refugees and runs 30 
dental clinics in the refugee 
camps. The agency also subsi- 
dises 824 hospital beds for re- 
fugee patients. 

As regards relief. UNRWA 
provides assistance to 117,987 
special hardship cases of which 

30,000 are old people, 18,000 
widows and 25,000 disabled. It 
also finances a number of self- 
help projects costing up to $2, (XX) 
each. 

The agency employs 17,125 
persons, 125 of whom are inter- 
national staff members while the 
rest are Palestinian refugees. 

UNRWA in Jordan 

Because more than one third of 
the Palestine refugees registered 



Hope for the future: Pal estinian children at the Mar Elias refugee camp's school in north Lebanon 


with UNRWA live in Jordan, the 
agency runs the largest of its 
programmes in Jordan for some 

850.000 registered refugees, of 
which 290,000 (25 per cent) live 
in 10 refugee camps in Jordan. In 
addition the agency serves 

150.000 refugees who fled their 
camps after the June 1967 Arab- 
Israeii war and 240,000 who were 
displaced for the first time. The 
latter are registered with the 
Jordanian government as dis- 


placed persons and are receiving 
government assistance. 

UNRWA provides schooling 
for approximately 135,000 stu- 
dents through 195 schools in Jor- 
dan. In addition the agency pro- 
vides vocational and teacher 
training for 1,468 students, at two 
centres in Wadi Seer and Naour. 
In Jordan UNRWA employs 
5,481 people, including teachers, 
general service staff and adminis- 


trative staff. 

Besides its humanitarian and 
development objectives, UN- 
RWA contributes to informing 
the Western media and Western 
audiences on the plight of the 
Palestine refugees through pub- 
lications and documentaries pro- 
duced by its headquarters, Vien- 
na-based information section. 

By doing so UNRWA contri- 
butes to peaceful efforts for the 
achievement of a solution to the 


Palestine question. 

UNRWA has by time become ■ 
synonymous with the Palestine 
question and is viewed by the 
majority of the Palestinians as a 
symbol of the international com- 
munity's commitment towards 
them. They also see UNRWA as 
a living reminder of the injustice 
done to the Palestine refugees, 
and the world failure to find a just 
solution to their problem. 


UNRWA maintains': close 
cooperation with the jLMfed Na- - 

tions Education, Scientific and- 
Cultural Organisation /UN-1 

ESCO) which supplies it with 
technical expertise. It ‘ also liaises' 
with WHO (World Hkafth Orga- 
nisation). The agency also \ 
cooperates with the United .’Nk- ~ , 
tions Children's Fund (UNICEF) ' 
in its programme for the Palesti- 
nian children. i- - 'l 



A typical UNRWA school courtyard: Trying to cope with the least available 
resources. 


An UNRWA relief supply truck arrives at one of Beirut’s 
war of the camps. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE ROS. 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* The British Council is showing an 
exhibiliou of work by British illustra- 
tors. There is also a continuous show- 
ing of the video “7 Illustrators at 
Work" throughout the exhibition. 

£- Plastic An Festival by 30 Jordanian 
and Arab artists at Tower Building. 

6 Permanent book exhibition, at Tow- 
er Building, Jabal Amman. 3rd Circle. 

6 National Book and Audiovisual 
exhibition at Vocational Training 
School. Ain Al Pasha. 

LECTURE 


Or Dr. Joseph A. Green of the Amer- 
ican Centre of Oriental Research 
(ACOR) will give a lecture on "Cultu- 
ral Resources Management: Archaeol- 
ogy as the An of the Possible'' at 5dM 
p.m. Monday May 2. at the Institute of 
Archaeology and" Anthropology. Yar- 
ntouk Uroversitv in irbid. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre *44371 

American Centre Library M1520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 6370U9 

Goethe Institute 64)993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 6442(0 

Spanish Cultural Ccotrc 62 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre hhSI95 

Hussein Youth Cil* .. 667181/6 

Y.W.CA ' M1793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library .... 6371 J i 
Umv of Jordan Library iU 3555 

MUSEUMS 

“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ana 3-W p.m. - 6:Ut> 
p.m. Closed on Frida). 

FoBdore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash 1 4th to 1 8th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Yeai-round, Td. 651?hU. 


Jordan Arrhaeolopcai Museum; Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel HiM. Opening hours: 9.00 

а. m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of Ihc Muslim coun- 
tries and a coDecticm of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munia- 
zah. Jabal Luweibdch. Opening hours: 
10.00 a m. - 1.50 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

б. 00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
0301214. 

Martyrs' Memorial tMllltary 
Museum): Collection of miliiary 
mcmorabilia dating frpm the Arab 
Revolt of 1 v»lf>. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.0U a.m.-4.fVl p.m 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 62459U. 

Church of Ike Annuariatioa i Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church (Roman Catholic! 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. f*il757. 
Terrasaata Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday al 5:30 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Annimriarioo (Greek 
Onhodoxl A Mali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglian Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel 6253X3. 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ash ranch. 

■fcl. 771331. ' 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafich. Tel. 771751 
.Amman Imarwihwat Church (inter- 
denomination j(I: meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
677534. 

EvaugeHeal Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev N. 
Smir SI 1295) 

Rainbow Congregation I meets .n the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
I nierde no mi da lit mat- ecu me mal En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:5(1 p.m. id. 
5226*15, Res. Veit. 

The Ghurrh of Jesus Christ of Latter - 
Das Saints I Mormon I Tel. M5-X17. 
b'2l-2W. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian I RJ I information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 

Airport Tel. (OS) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

.ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ I 

KfcJO Kuwait I RJ I 

Hh40 ,.ddah(RJ) 

KhSS Doha. Bahrain (RJt 

II. -00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ I 

17:45 Cairo (RJ I 

18:00 ’ London (RJ) 

18:50 .... New York. Amsterdam l RJ I 

19:00 ranslRJ) 

19^5 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

19:05 Frankfurt (RJ) 

15:15 Bnnscb. Geneva (RJ) 

I9JS Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

OfcSS Baghdad (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09:15 Berlin. Laruaca (IF) 

IthJS Cairo(MS) 

11:48 Damascus (AZl 

12:30 Baghdad (I A) 

13:30 Sharp. Doha (GF) 

13:45 Kuwait iLNl 

14:35 Kuwait I KU) 

16:08 Jeddah lSV| 

17:35 Athens (OA) 

19:25 Frankfurt |LH) 

20:15 Beirut! ME) 

22:06 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 

08.-00 Aqaba (RJ) 

I2HN Vienna, New York (RJJ 

12:00 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

13:30 Cairo I RJ) 

20J5 Kuwait. Dhahran(RJ) 

20:45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ I 

20-30 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

28:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

21:00 Lnrnacnt'RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah. Sana'a (RJ) 

21:15 Cairn (RJ I 

22:15 Damascus (RJ I 

22 JO Kuala Lumpur. Singapore ( R J ) 
23:00 Bangkok ( RJ I 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

06:28 Damascus. Frank/un (LH) 

KfcOO Damascus. Paris (A F) 

18:48 Larnaea. Berlin (IF) 

11:28 Cairo (MSI 

12J0 Rome l AZ) 

14:08 Baghdad (IA I 

14 JO Bahrain. Doha. Sharjah. Muscat 
(GF) • 

15:00 Tripoli (LN) 

15:35 Kuwait (KU) 

17:40 Jeddah (SV) 

18:28 Athens (OA> 

20:15 Sana'a tLH) 

22:50 Cuif'MMS) 

PRAYER TIMES 


Fajr 

(Sunnse) Duha 

Dhuhr 

'Asr 

Maghreb 

'Jsha 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govcmoraic 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 19S. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293.273)31 

Civil Defence Quwcismch 770733 

Civil Defence Deir AUa 57306 

Ambulance 193,7751 1 1 

Amman dowuiown (ire brigade.... 198 

First 3id 63034] 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661)11 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 62111 1 . 637777 

Police headquarters 63914) 

Traffic police 896390.' I 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal waicr complaints 771 125,’8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport |0K)53330 j60 


NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. George Sahouri 

894546 

Dr. TayseerSadi ... 
Dr. Taw&q Oub'cm 

623029 

2:. 795392 

Firas pharmacy 

4^. ,661912 

...... 778336 


637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 
Al Salam pharmacy . 
Yacoub pharmacy .. 
Shmeisani pharmacy 

636730 

644945 

: 637660 

TAXIS: 

Ahraruiaxi 

..... 663911 


641541 


819157 

Jordan taxi 

..623050 

Kurditaxi 

841309 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied hy the Dcp.irtmcnt of 
Meteorology. 

ii will be cloudy to partly cloudy, 
with chances for scattered showers, 
and a drop in temperature is expected. 
Winds will he northwesterly moderate 
To fresh. In Aqaba. K will he cloudy to 
partly cloudy, with northerly moderate 
ft* fresh Binds, and rough seas mil 
become ulqi. 


Amman 

Aqab.t 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


Minima* temp. 

11/22 

21/31 

15/25 

15/27 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre .. 8)3813/32 
Khalidi Maternity . J Amo. . 644281/6 
Akilcb Maternity. J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaJhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmciutri 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

AJ-Muastier Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666127/37 

Al-Ahlt, AbdaJr 66416*6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecu 777101/3 

AI-Baahir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marka 691611/15 

Oueeh Alia Hospital 601240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


UtBID: 

Dr. AliOm.iri 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy , 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yahia Tarifi 

Khali fch pharmacy 


1 98152D • 
. 985417; 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111/19. 

Rad» Jordan ....'7741 H/19 

MinistryrrfTourism 642311' 

Hotel complaints 666412' 

Price complaints ^.i. .661176- , 

Telephone Information .....12 

Jordan and Middle East calk ......... ID 

Overseas caRv..,. 17^ 

Repair service 11 


Yesterday's high icmpcraiurcv. Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 34. Humidity readings: 
Amman 34 per ccni. Aqaba 25 per 

cum. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 
Saturday rales 

Li cal xWbuy rales in fils 

Belgian franc r,. W.St 97.1 

Dutch guilder 17H.1/ LSI 

French franc 58.7/ 59.8 

Italian lira 26.9/ 27„« 

Japanese yen t fur 1(10) ... 2Nt/ 273 

Swedish crnwii 56.9/ 57.9 

Swi>' franc 241/ 2(5.4 

U.K sterling pound 625.5/ 637.4 

U S. dollar 3.14.2/ 339 1 

W. Gentwii murk (w.fr/ 203. 1 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr.lower prize m fib per kg. 

Appie (French I 4jy / 360 

Apple Igrcen) 47U/4O0 

Apple (Lebanese) 300 / 250 

Banana 300 / 240 

Banana f Mckammar) 300 / Z40 

Beans 240 / 200 

Beans (broad) 140 / 100 

Cabbage lt>0 / 120 

Carrol IfM/140 

Cauliflower (while I 200/160 

Cherry (green) 750 / h5f) 

Cucumbers 240 1 180 

Dates (2 kgs) 600 / 5on 

Eggplant (large) 130 / 100 

Eggplant (small) 150/100 

Garifcigrccnl ;.... lso, l4ff 


Lemon : 220/ 180 - 

Mallow /. |80..; 

Marrow 1 SO 1 140 

Onion (green) 440)100 

Onion (dry) 120/' SO 

Oranges fiocal) ...» ; 220/ 180 

Oranges (Shamroouii) — /— ■ 


Parsley 

nooff too 

Pepper (hoi) 

.... '320/280 

; , 770 /160 

Potato .7 Li,:: 


Raddish. 




Strawberry 

— / an 

tflivwn 

Vine leaves 

ZWHSO 
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MEETS ENVOY: Upper House of 

Ahmad Land meets in bis 
with Indonesian Ambassador to 
Samario : Sario Kosomo " aid reviewed 


trilateral relations with him. Jordanian-Indone- 
sian cooperation in pariiamentary affairs was also 




>■ Jfcv .TV? 



on buildings 


_ — The Cabinet 
iojsed an amendment to 
&w iib buildings 
■ “ of munici- 



■ ame ndme n t offers viol.a- 


tpe of tbe law to obtain licences 
ftfrlnrikfing operations in accord- 
aqc^=wkh a new -set of regula- 


;^Tfie Cabinet meeting in its 
wfiefcty session, endorsed a 1988 
budget:; fox th& Ministry of 
£^bfttt£s Vocational . Training 


_ . m. 

^Jt aiso gave; its consent to the 
E%eign_- Ministry's participation 
to meetings' by an interhationaJ 
legal committee to convene in 
Geneva on May 9. 

This committee will , discuss 
proposals for amending an inter- 
national Jaw providing protection 


for refugees. 

The Cabinet said that the 
Ministry of Agriculture will take 
part in an annual agricultural 
exhibition to be held in Britain in 
July. 

The exhibition will display a 
variety of agricultural equipment 
recently employed in developed 
nations. 

The Cabinet also gave its con- 
sent to a visit to the United King- 
dom by a Ministry of Education 
team. 

On June 6, to look into means 
of benefiting from techniques 
used m. teaching children in the 
- use of computers at British secon- 
dary schools. 

The Cabinet endorsed the 
appointment of Rajai Muasher, 
Sa'id Ghazzawi, Hammad 



Centre planned to examine 
handicapped children 

* AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation {CPF) intends 
to open an integrated centre for 
examining children ' exposed to 
handicaps, and diagnosing their 
cases, CPF President Faktari Bil- 
teia announced Saturday. • ' 

.In a statement published by 
S^Oyf ^Steaab Arabic-daily, Bil- 
-fa^csa^thai once thet&tidce n ’s 
effies^ve beeo <tefined by the; 
centre - Speasures could then ' Be - 
rakentooffer proper protection, 
i Tbe projected centre ,hesaid , 
wffi qffei a variety of medical 
s^c^satTohs fordi agnosi rig and 
eases, ami wiU have a 
!! '“fiMBt for offering rehabi- . 
to victims : of. . cerebral 

estimated tli^- cost of 
ojected. .centre at-. J XX 

v .jt^abber last year the CPF 
aiq?di»i<ied; that h collected JD 
12p9CL;iflK a campaign to raise 
hmdv held that month and. said 
tiref the donations were ‘ double 
thC aihount it collected in a simi- 
lar campaign in the previous year. 

In his interview with Sawt A1 
Shaab, Biibetsi-did not disclose 
the source of funds to finance the 
projected centre. 

: The CPF which was established 
tn 1977 requires at least JD 
150,000 annually to cover the 
expenses of treatment for cere- 
bral palsy victims who are on the 
increase "every year, BObeisi had 
said in an earlier interview. 

lie said since its inception. CPF 
bad offered treatment ro 3,300 
children with cerebral palsy, 
mostly children who were offered 
proper , care at the AJ Hussein 
Medical Centre and government 


m 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Industry and Trade has given 
its tentative approval of a merger 
between the Jordan Insurance 
Company and the United Insur- 
ance Company, the Al Ra'i Ara- 
bic daily reported. 

The report said Minister of 
Industry and Trade Harodi Tab- 
baa has formed a committee to 
conduct an assessment of the two 
companies assets, and a commit- 
tee to embark on procedures as of 
May 1, dealing with administra- 
tive affairs of die two companies. 
This committee comprises mem- 
bers of the board of directors 
from both insurance companies. 



Fakhri Bilbeis 
hospitals. 

Hzibeisi s aid the CPF had 
arranged , for 40 surgical opera- 
tions to be carried out free of 
charge. - 

The CPFs statistical bulletin 
few 1987 reveals that nearly 71 per 
cent of patients examined by CPF 
teams turned out to be victims of 
■cerebral palsy and physical dis- 
ability of some kind, but the 
remaining cases were due to here- 
ditary disabilities. 

Bilbeisi said that CPF teams 
send cerebral palsy victims to 
rebaSutation centres and offer 
guidance to families who keep 
their. affected children at home. 

“Experiments have shown us 
' that a national centre for examin- 
ing at an early stage disabilities 
and cerebral palsy among chil- 
dren has become a necessity,” 
■BObeisi noted. 

He said that early diagnosis 
saves a lot of trouble, efforts and 
fends and makes it easy for CPF 
learns to offer better rehabilita- 
tion services. 


AMMAN (AP) — The govern- 
ment Saturday ordered a corres- 
pondent for the American NBC 
Television Network to leave the 
country. Information Minister 
Hani Khasawneh said. 

Khasawneh accused Rick 
Davis of responsibility for a fea- 
ture on the “Sunday Today” 
programme that was “clearly 
against the country." 

He also accused the correspon- 
dent of “breaking the ethics of 
reporting" by causing problems 
with complaints against security 
and Information Ministry offi- 
cials. 

Da\is said NBC would protest 
the government action, but said 
he could not comment further 
until consulting with the network 
headquarters in New York. He 
was given one week to leave the 
country. 

Davis, who has worked for 
NBC for 13 years, has reported 
on the Middle East since 1979 
and has been based in Jordan 
since March 1985. 

Khasawneh said the program- 
me “insulted King Abdullah.” 

“It was very clear to us he was 
a very biased man.” Khassawneh 
said. 


* 
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ART EXHIBITION: Ad 

exhibition of the work of 30 
focal -artists is now on show on 
the first floor of the Tower 
BuSding, Third Circle. Orga- 
nised by artist Ayyad Al Nimer, 
tbe exhibition includes work by 
Kriratn bfinui, Mahmood 

Tafia, Sarnia Zeru, Wfjdau AIL, 
Hmd Nasser, Ley la Hadad, Ali 
Ghoul, Diana Shantounld, 

Rafik. Lahham, Sahfa Abu 
ShkKfiL, Mamoun Doubian, Ivy 
Nassir, Ghada •-Pa hdaMc h, 

Nasmah Al Nlmri, Ayyad Al 
Nimer, Nabti Shahadeh, Abdul 
Rabuf Sttamoun, Jamal 

Ashonr, - Omar Bamdan, 
Mukarram Rifai, Rizfk Abdul 
Hadi among others. The exhibi- 
tion which opened last Sunday 
under' tbe jsatnmage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Wi- 
jdan, Is open daily , except Fri- 
days from 2 pjn. to 10-30 p.m. 
Bnta (he. end of Ramadan. The 
pbotois a painting by Nasmah 
Al Nfenri on display at the 
exhriritioa. 
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Ureikat pays tribute to workers under occupation 

Jordan marks Labou r Day te 

^ ' fl - JJliDAgl 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan Sunday joins 
countries of the world in celebrating Labour Day, an 
anniversary regarded as a public holiday in the 
country. 


Ma'aita, Sa'd Al Surour and 
Abdul Hadi Hammoudeh as 
members of the Agricultural Cre- 
dit Corporation’s board of direc- 
tors. 


“On this occasion Jordanian 
workers look with hope towards 
the development of the country's 
legislations and laws pertaining to 
labourers and workers, in a man- 
ner that would help fulfil their 
aspirations, according to Samir 
Qarden, president of the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Lin ions 
(FJLU). 

Speaking on the eve of the 
anniversary, Qarden said rhat a 
projected new labour law is ex- 
pected to expand the social secur- 
ity system for workers, giving 
them more care and protection; 
and to set up housing projects for 
workers. 

The new labour law is also 
expected to allocate part of the 
Social Security Corporation’s 
funds to support the national 
industry, to launch new industrial 
projects that would create new 
job opportunities for Jordanian 
workers and to support schemes 
being implemented by the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation, that 
are designed to raise the efficien- 
cy and skills of Jordanian work- 
ers. Qarden noted. 

Jordanian workers look with 
great hope towards the develop- 
ment of the labour unions move- 
ment and the promotion of work- 
ers education, so that all workers 
would be aware of their rights 
and duties towards their country, 
and employers, Qarden added. 

He said the federation looks 
forward to the time when workers 
rn Jordan "will contribute posi- 
tively towards producing union 
leaders that would promote the 
labour movement and impart 
education to all workers in all 
fields. 

The federation looks forward 
to the time when health services 
for ali workers and their families 
in Jordan will be introduced, 
Qarden said. 

“Labour Day is an occasion for 


honouring all workers. It is a day 
of dignity, freedom and social 
justice, as well as an occasion 
urging all Jordanian workers to 
increase rheir efforts and their 
sacrifices for their country and 
the improvement of production.'* 
Qarden said. 

For workers, unions remain the 
only guarantee for attaining their 
aspirations, and also for offering 
real service towards tbe social 
and economic development of tbe 
countiy, Qarden noted. 

New labour law 

He said the federation con- 
tinues to strive to raise the stan- 
dard of Living of all workers and 
ensure social services to them. 
“For this reason, it has been 
seeking to have a new law that 
would organise the relationship 
between employers and em- 
ployees, defining rights and com- 
mitments and duties of both par- 
ties and ensuring continued 
mutual cooperation.” 

“A new labour law is required 
now to cope with the new econo- 
mic and social development in the 
Kingdom and to provide more 
services and more stability for 
Jordanian workers and their 
families,” Qarden said. 

Qarden appealed to the gov- 
ernment to appoint workers 
attaches at Jordanian embassies 
abroad especially where Jorda- 
nian workers are employed to 
look after their affairs, and to 
offer the distinguished children of 
Jordanian workers more opportu- 
nities for university education, 
and to ensure proper representa- 
tion at regional and international 
conferences for Jordanian 
workers. 

Qarden voiced the federation's 
total support for the Palestinian 
workers' uprising against tbe 
Israeli occupation, and appealed 
to all workers to extend au possi- 




Sa mir Qarden 


ble help to their brothers under 
Israeli rule. 

Also od the eve of Labour 
Day, Mr. Abdul Halim Khad- 
dam, president of the federation 
of Jordanian workers employed 
in air transport and tourism, said 
thar the Jordanian labour move- 
ment has succeeded in making 
itself felt at the Arab and regional 
levels through conferences and 
seminars involving labourers. 

Khaddam, in a statement to AJ 
Dustour Arabic daily, said that 
workers unions in the Arab 
World are maintaining contacts at 
present to unify their ranks 
against dangers and threats posed 
to Arab workers, to improve 
their living standards and enable 
them to contribute constructively 
towards the building up of their 
nation. 

Also speaking to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, on the eve 
of the Labour Day anniversary. 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Rashid Ureikat 
said that Labour Day this year 
coincides with an escalation of 
resistance activities by Arab 
workers against Israel’s occupa- 
tion in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

The minister paid tribute to tbe 
heroic stand of the Palestinian 
people and their labour unions 
and workers to thwart Israel’s 
plans and to their struggle for 


freedom. 

“On this day. the whole coun- 
try expresses its appreciation and 
gratitude to its workers who con- 
stitute the essential element of 
production in all fields of work,” 
Ureikat said. 

Since 1986, the minister noted, 
the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development has been carrying 
out plans for tbe development of 
workers’ capabilities and skills, in 
order to promote production and 
help the country implement its 
various economic, and social pro- 
jects. 

Over the past few years the 
Ministry of Labour had been de- 
voting its time and effort to 
amending labour laws and legisla- 
tions. 

It has created a special depart- 
ment designed to give proper 
attention to workers’ occupation- 
al safety, to create better condi- 
tions for workers and to offer 
employment to them through the 
ministry's employment offices, 
Ureikat noted. 

Expatriate conferences 

The ministry's care for workers 
has extended to those employed 
in other countries. For this reason 
the Ministry of Labour has con- 
vened Jordanian expatriates con- 
ferences in the past three years, 
and will hold the fourth confer- 
ence in July this year, to deal with 
problems encountered by Jorda- 
nians abroad, Ureikat noted. 

In the interview, Ureikat refer- 
red to soda! security offered to 
Jordanian workers and said that 
the Social Security Corporation 
law now offers protection to near-* 
ly 465.000' Jordanian workers, up 
from 62,000 in 1981 and the 
ministry's Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) offers train- 
ing to workers at its various cen- 
tres. 

Speaking to Petra.on the occa- 
sion. Labour Ministry's Secretary 
General Saleh Khasawneh said 
Jordan takes pride in being a 
“factory of men" and a source of 
skilled manpower. 

“The Ministry of Labour is 


taking active steps to deal with 
the problem of unemployment in 
the Kingdom, through creating 
new opportunities of work, and 
through re-organising the labour 
market to control employment 
and to give priority to Jordanians 
in all fields of work.” Khasawneh 
noted. 

The labour law. be said, has 
more than once undergone 
amendments “to cater for the 
economic and social variables and 
changes in the Kingdom.” 

According to statistics avail- 
able to the Ministry of Labour, 
employment offices around the 
country have been able to find 
work for thousands of job seek- 
ers, Khasawneh nored. 

He said in 1983. job seekers 
through these offices amounted 
to 5.569, of whom 2,343 were 
helped to get jobs. In 1984 the 
job seekers rose to 17,232 of 
whom 11,260 were given jobs. In 
1985 there were 14,523 job seek- 
ers, of whom 9,182 were given 
jobs. In 1986 the number was 
15,940 job seekers, of whom 
9.00S were given jobs and in 1987 
the number rose to 19,456 of 
whom 7,997 people were helped 
by the employment offices to get 
work. 

Khasawneh said the Ministry of 
Labour was giving due attention 
to the workers in the occupied 
Arab territories, and monitoring 
Israel's inhuman practices against 
Arab workers and their unions. 

“The ministry has been sup- 
plying the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) and the Arab 
Labour Organisation (ALO) with 
reports and statistics on such 
practices and urging them to help 
Arab workers in the face of 
Israeli atrocities,” Khasawneh 
pointed out. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Labour is continuing to supply 
Arab countries with trained and 
skilled workers, including profes- 
sionals such as doctors, teachers 
and engineers, and has created a 
special fund to augment tbe salar- 
ies of those employed by Yemen, 
Algeria and Libya. 


to introduce 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Police 
Academy has finalised plans for 
introducing post-graduate studies 
in three areas of specialisation: 
police science, administrative sci- 
ence and social sciences, accord- 
ing to the academy's Director 
Mohammad Al Bassoul. 

Bassoul was quoted by Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily as saying that 
the introduction of the post- 
graduate studies heralds a new 
phase in the academy's develop- 
ment which, he said, will be 
carried out in cooperation with 
Mu ta Itaiversiry, the University 
of Jordan and Yarmouk Universi- 
ty. which will help set courses of 
study for different subjects. 


The academy's aim of introduc- 
ing the new development is to 
provide recruits and train police 
officers that can handle the Public 
Security Department’s new prog- 
rammes of comprehensive secur- 
ity, Bassoul said. 

The academy, Bassoul said, 
plans to set up a target shooting 
field, due to the importance it 
attaches to military and police 
sciences. 

The academy will also set up a 
spacious multi-purpose sports 
hall to support police sports acti- 
vities, in addition to a library that 
would enrich the knowledge of 
students in police work. Bassoul 
added. 


employees seek 
review of loan terms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Employees 
working for the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) in 
Jordan are demanding a re-ex- 
amination of tbe interests paid on 
loans they obtain from the 
agency. 

Al Dustour newspaper re- 
ported that the employees say the 
interest rate was excessively high, 
and that their salaries are barely 
sufficient for covering the rising 
cost of living. 

According to the report, the 


workers have submitted a com- 
plaint to the UNRWA headquar- 
ters through their respective com- 
mittees, so that their grievances 
will be considered by the UN- 
RWA management at its June 2, 
meeting in Vienna. 

The employees are demanding 
that no interests be charged on 
their loans, which they obtained 
from their own savings funds, or 
that they be allowed to withdraw 
for good part of their savings, as 
was done in 1959. 



EDUCATION SUPERVISORS: Education supervisors at the 
Department of Education in the Qasr district discussed Saturday a 
number of issues pertaining to their role in upgrading the level of 
education of the district's students. The director of education pointed 
out the importance of holding short meetings in which problems 
related to education could be discussed. 

CIVIL DEFENCE SEMINAR: A five-day seminar on civil defence 
opened Saturday at the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) in which a 
number of RCC employees will participate. The seminar will deal 
with fire control and first aid. 

NORTH SHOUNEH SOCIETY: The North Sbouneh Charity 
Society Saturday elected their new executive committee instating 
Nader Kayed as president; Hafiza Arslan, vice president; Ibran 
Mansa, treasurer; Fayez Taha, secretary and Anwar Sumairat, 
Zainab Al Mansa, Hiam Awadah, Muhammad Othman and Halima 
Touhan as members. The new committee discussed general issues 
pertaining to the society's activities in their first meeting which was 
also held Saturday. 

HEROIN TRAFFICKER JAILED: The military court has sent- 
enced Sa'id Ali Mahmoud Hassan to two years in prison for acquiring 
heroin. The sentence was endorsed by the military governor. 

TRAFFIC DAY: The Public Security Department (PSD) Saturday 
started a campaign against traffic violations with the aim of limiting 
road accidents. This is in accordance with recommendations made by 
a special committee charged with preparations for International 
Traffic Day. 

BUSINESSMEN'S SOCIETY: The Economic Committee of the 
Jordanian Businessmen's Society Saturday discussed ways and 
.measures to activate the role of the private sector in Jordan's 
economy- The committee also discussed steering investment policies 
of public institutions and funds suitable for enabling Jordanian 
institutions to enter Arab and foreign markets. 


Associations , unions 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Presidents of 
Jordanian Professional Associa- 
tions and trade unions have de- 
clared their total support for the 
Jordanian stand with regard to 
the U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz’s proposals on the 
Middle East. 

A statement they issued at the 
Professional Associations Com- 
plex said that the Jordanian posi- 
tion is in harmony with the stand 
of Arab masses “which does not 
accept partial solutions or un- 
ilateral agreements with the 
enemy.” 

Tbe statement said: “The Arab 
masses refuse any attempt to 
ignore the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) role as the 
legitimate and sole representative 
of the Palestinian people.” 

Tbe statement accused tbe Un- 
ited States and its allied forces of 
trying to contain the Palestinian 
people's uprising and prevent it 
from achieving its noble goals, 
and said that it is a national duty 
for the professional associations 
in the Arab World to declare 
their dear stands with regard to 


the uprising and the hostile 
attempts to abort it. 

The uprising in the occupied 
territories represents a real turn 
in the Palestinian national strug- 
gle, and support for this uprising 
is a national duty for all Arabs, 
the statement said. 

“Support for the Palestinians 
should be given to enable the 
oppressed people to maintain 
their revolt, to confront the 
Israeli rulers and abort their de- 
signs/’ the statement added. 

It said that Arab people every- 
where should extend unlimited 
support and financial and mate- 
rial assistance to the Palestinian 
people under Israeli rule, .and 
that the Arab countries should 
respond to an Algerian govern- 
ment call for an Arab summit 
meeting to discuss tbe situation. 

The statement called on the 
confrontation states to unite their 
forces and revive the Eastern 
Front comprising Syria, Jordan, 
Iraq and the PLO to confront 
Israel and to help the Palestinians 
regain their rights and their 


homeland. 

Furthermore, the statement 
denounced the two explosions in 
Marka and Amman municipality 
earlier in April as criminal actions 
serving the Zionists and their 
agents and directed against the 
Kingdom’s national security. 

The statement considered such 
criminal actions as a means for 
exerting pressure on Jordan “to 
change its stand and to accept the 
suspect U.S. proposals, and also 
as a means for sowing seeds of 
dissension within the ranks of the 
united Jordanian family.” 

The statement said Washing- 
ton's absolute support for Israel 
and its determination to ignore 
the role of the PLO and the rights 
of the Palestinian people in their 
homeland, make it incumbent on 
the Arabs to turn down the latest 
U.S. proposals and to stop any 
dialogue with Washington. 

"Any dialogue with the U.S. 
over these proposals is a waste of 
time since they are intended as a 
means for rendering national 
efforts futile," the statement said. 


1 killed, 20 hurt in weekend accidents 


AMMAN (J.T.) — One person 
was killed and 20 others were 
injured in 17 different incidents 
and accidents that occurred in the 
Kingdom over the past 48 hours, 
according to a statistical bulletin 
issued by the Civil Defence De- 


partment. 

The bulletin said that the death 
occurred in a road accident at 
Rweished, in which four other 
people were injured. The other 
injuries came as a result of a fire 


in a furniture store, another in an 
open field and the others in road 
accidents. One of ihe injured was 
a four-year old boy who had 
fallen from a high place in Aiy 
near Karak. and is being treated 
at Al Hussein Ibn Ali Hospital. 


Ministry to appoint 50 more dentists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health 
Ministry will appoint 50 Jorda- 
nian dentists this year to work at 
Health Ministry centres around 
the Kingdom, thus raising to 170 
the overall number of dentists 
employed by the government. 
Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
announced Thursday. 


Hamzeh. who made the 
announcement at a meeting with 
dentists working for the Health 
Ministry's Primary Care Depart- 
ment, said that dentists work is an 
integral part of the primary 
health care being offered to 
citizens in all parts of the country. 

Al Ra'i Arabic daily quoted the 


minister as saying the dentists will 
be appointed at health centres 
and provided with the necessary 
equipment to care for the public. 

Health Ministry dentists, he 
said, will also be involved in 
dental care programme carried 
out at schools and population 
centres. 


Khairi elected president 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Dentists Association (JDA) 
Friday elected Dr. Ishaq Al 
Khairi as the association presi- 
dent to serve for the coming two 
years. 

Khairi won 157 votes against 
118 votes won by his rival Dr. 
Anas Ai Sahli during the election 
held at the Professional Associa- 
tion Complex. 

A third candidate. Dr. Nasral- 
lah Nasrallafa withdrew as the 
election was in progress, accord- 
ing to Al Ra’i Arabic daily. 

The paper reported that eight 
other association members were 
elected as JDA board members. 
These were: Mohammad Al 
Qalaq, Sa'id Meizar. Ahmad 


Rashdan. Sal ah Tawil, Moham- 
mad Tawalbeh, Fares Al Far, 
Shaker Haddad and Hashem 
Haddadin. 

A total of 310 association mem- 
bers took part in the election out 
of a total 433 registered JDA 
members who are eligible to vote. 

The election took place follow- 
ing the review of a general report 
on the association’s financial and 
administrative activities. 

-A committee comprising four 
members who included a repre- 
sentative of the Health Ministry 
counted the votes before the re- 
sult was declared. 

Dr. Sahli who lost the election 
interrupted the process by 
announcing that (he election was 


rigged and submitted an official 
written protest. 

He had asked that tbe number 
of cast ballots be matched with 
the actual number of voters be- 
cause he suspected that some 
members had voted more than 
once, but his request was turned 
down. 

Sahli 's views were backed by a 
number of association members 
who claimed that at least three 
voters cast ballots more than 
once. 

But the JDA’s legal adviser 
said that the election outcome 
would be considered correct and 
valid unless one of the candidates 
raised a case in a court of law 
contesting the results. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Slow but positive growth in 1 987 


THE preliminary estimations of the national accounts for the year 
1987 indicate that Jordan's gross domestic product (GDP) has 
shown a growth rate just below two per cent in real terms. 

Nationally such a growth rate is not exactly impressive or 
outstanding, especially if taken in comparison with the extremely 
high growth rates registered daring the good years of the seventies 
and early eighties, or for that matter, in comparison with the five 
per cent growth rate projected by the current five-year economic 
development plan. 

However, the achieved growth rate of 1987 remains acceptable in 
general because it indicated continued positive growth, slow as it 
may be. Hie economic recession experienced in Jordan, well into 
its fifth year did not cause a retreat in the gross domestic product. It 
was confined to only lowering the growth rates, while the same 
wage of recession did cause an outright set back in many other 
developing countries, including Arab ofl producing countries, 
which posted a negative growth in their national income. 

On the other hand, we can observe that the targeted growth rate 
of five per cent in the five-year plan could not have been 


accomplished due to the fact that the assumptions of die plan did 
not materialise. The plan obviously did not envisage the continua- 
tion of the Gulf war indefinitely, nor did it predict the drop in oil 
prices by around 50 per cent, or the decrease in financial Arab aid 
received by the Treasury, or die closure of certain traditional Arab 
markets in the face of Jordanian agricultural products under the 
impact of unfair competition by the Turkish products. 

Since the outcome of the economic development plan was based 
on planners’ assumptions, it was only normal that the results would 
be below the desired targets because the actual situation in the area 
was much worse than originally anticipated. 

What should draw our attention is not die fact that economic 
growth rate was way below the projected level of 5 per cent but that 
continued high growth of the population at around four per cent per 
annum, die highest in die world. The per capita share of income 
and production, and consequently the standard of living are 
showing a negative growth for the fifth year in a row, which should 
be a reason for concern. 

The two per cent growth rate achieved by the Jordanian economy 


in 1987 is quite normal according to international standards. 
However, the population growth is quite abnormal by any 
standard. Therefore, the economic growth will not, tinder any 
assumptions be able to cope with this rate. Consequently a rational 
population policy is overdue, and must be worked out and 
implemented as ea rly as possible, if the crisis is to be averted before 
it is too late. ^ 

The gross domestic product is taken as a good measure for the 
economic activities within the country. Ft does not measure the 
national product nor the national income. It is our estimate that 
thpv indicators (fid not reflect any positive growth in 1987 due to 
the drop in expatriates’ remittances on one hand and the increase of 
the cost of external debt on the other. 

There are new trends in several economic indicators suggesting 
that Jordan is emerging slowly from the economic recession as of 
*the last quarter of 1987. These indications became evident during 
the last months of 1987. It is hoped that they will bold all through 
1988, and that the Jordanian economy would resume growth at 
higher rates. 
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Palestinians will build a democracy’ 


EVERY few years* the United States domestic political scene is 
enlivened — we were going to say enriched, but decided against 
spreading false tales — by a bevy of presidential hopefuls. Of 
course* the New York primary was an opportunity for 
candidates and others to outbid one another in soliciting the 
Jewish vote by preferring the most pro- Israeli policies possible. 
Only the Reverend Jesse Jackson had the grace and composure 
to maintain a semblance of balance and humanity in his 
position, arguing that peace would come to the Middle East 
only when both Israelis and Palestinians could enjoy security 
and political rights. 

We have been particularly shocked by the one-sided position 
of Michael Dukakis, the Democratic Parly front-runner, whose 
recent comments on the Middle East Indicate very clearly that 
his main concern in the region is to preserve the advantages 
that Israel has gained from its militarism. He has said that he 
does not agree with all the points in the Shultz Plan, but 
welcomes it because ‘its goal is Israel’s goal — to convince 
Arab leaders to come to the bargaining table." He goes on to 
say: “We will use every ounce of energy we have Co persuade 
Arab leaders to enter into direct negotiations with Israel. We 
will strengthen our strategic partnership with Israel." 

A presidential candidate who talks like this is incredibly 
stupid. Hi-informed or devoid of fairness altogether. The fact in 
the region today is that the Arabs have been pushing for an 
international conference to negotiate peace with Israel* and to 
assure the rights of the Palestinians alongside the existing rights 
of the Israelis. The problem is not one of convincing the Arab 
leaders to negotiate, but rather of convincing the Israelis that 
the resolution of the Arab- Israeli conflict must include a just 
resolution of the Palestinian Issue. Mr. Dukakis mentions the 
Palestinians in passing, saying they should have a future* while 
to Israel he pledges eternal security and strategic superiority 
over the Arabs. The distortion is so great that even the dictates 
of presidential campaigning cannot explain it ail. 

Itabably the only thing to do in a situation like this is to 
ignore what Mr. Dukakis says* and write it off as the frenzied 
pandering of a very ambitious man who will let neither truth 
nor honour stand in the way of his political aspirations. The 
whole spectacle is rather sad* often silly, and probably 
unnecessary* as the American people are renowned for their 
fairness and their humanity, and, if they were asked, they 
would want Arabs and Israelis to live in peace and with equal 
rights for all. 
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Al Ra’i: Uprising expanding 

IT has become clear now more than ever before that the Palestinian 
people’s uprising in the occupied Arab territories is spreading and 
expanding every day, despite the Israeli terrorist practices to stem the 
resistance. More lives are being sacrificed for the sake of freedom 
and more efforts are being made to ensure liberation from Israeli 
occupation rule. On Friday the holy city of Jerusalem addressed the 
Arab and Muslim Nations through yet another round of clashes 
between the worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque and the Israeli troops. 
The protest in the boiy city was another confirmation by the Arab 
population that they would never succumb to the enemy's will and 
capitulate to the enemies of peace. This protest means that the Arab 
people will remain steadfast and that the Arab Nation and the 
Muslim countries at large should act now to save the people and the 
land from Israel's oppression. The protest served as a call by the 
oppressed people on the Arab and Muslim countries to unify their 
ranks and take proper action to save the holy land and its people 
from aggression and occupation. For its part Jordan has been striving 
to unify the Arabs and pool their efforts and has succeeded during 
the Amman summit meeting to arrive at a pan-Arab agreement and 
consensus on means of strengthening the Arab Nation. But there is 
need now for developing the consensus and promoting collective 
Arab action for saving the holy city and its people and ending 
occupation. In a speech delivered on Wednesday in Zarqa. King 
Hussein reiterated that Jordan is still committed to helping the 
Palestinian people regain their rights. Jordan, he said, is still 
committed to the 1950 unity between the two banks of the River 
Jordan and continues to seek a lasting peace that can ensure the 
rights of the Palestinian people. 

Al Dustour: Uprising escalates 

THE uprising in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip is 
becoming more and more difficult for Israel to control and liquidate, 
despite the different forms of terrorist actions practiced on the .Arab 
people. It is no secret that all classes and ail categories of people are 
involved in the uprising and in the daily confrontations with the 
Israeli troops. The uprising is of the making of the whole people 
whom Israel can not disregard any more, and whose rights should be 
recognised. Unless Israel realises this fact and unless it recognises the 
rights of the Palestinian people in their homeland it will continue to 
face a revolt and an uprising, and also total isolation from the rest of 
the world. Though Israel is not showing any sign that it will give in to 
the demands of the Arab people, the continuation of the uprising and 
its escalation day by day, will eventually force the Israeli enemy to 
recognise the rights of the oppressed people in their country and their 
land. The continuation of the uprising will soon bring about a total 
collapse of Israel's arbitrary actions and oppression and inhuman 
practices. 

Sawt A 1 Shaab: Israel escalates oppression 

ISRAEL is escalating its arbitrary measures against the Palestinian 
people under its rule at a time when the Arabs are involved in a 
process of unifying their ranks and consolidating their solidarity in 
the face of external threat. Israel which is supported by the United 
States is maintaining its aggression on the Arabs in the occupied 
lands by demolishing Arab homes, detaining Arab youths and 
deporting Arab citizens from their homeland. At the same time Israel 
is being helped in its conspiracies against the Arabs by the Iranians 
who continue to export acts of terror and sabotage to the Arab World 
and to maintain a hostile attitude towards rhe Arab Nation. By 
hijacking passenger planes, planting bombs in Kuwait and launching 
attacks on countries in the Arab Gulf region, and by issuing threats 
against Saudi Arabia. Iran is assisting Israel in its drive to suppress 
the Arab revolt and stifle the Arab resistance. 


By Ibrahim Abo Logbod 

EVANSTON. Illinois — Under a 
Palestinian state, which sorely 
will be democratic and secular, 
Palestinian Arabs and Israeli 
Jews will be bonded in a political 
order not yet experienced in the 
Middle East. 

The West must accept a 
Palestinian state as inevitable. 
After all, the Palestinian Arabs’ 
struggle for independence and 
sovereignty is historic. Now in its 
seventh decade, it precedes the 
existence of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. Neither the 
British denial of Palestinian 
Arabs’ self-determination be- 
tween 1917 and 1948 nor Israel’s 
savage repression, expulsions and 
attempted decapitation of the 
movement have weakened the 
urgency of that drive. 

Why can other countries, espe- 
cially Israel, expect a democrati- 
cally run state? Let me explain. 


By Rqjo Gopalakrisfanan 

The Associ ate d Press 

DHINDA, India — A lonely 
trooper standing watch in a wheat 
field symbolises India’s latest 
effort to seal the bonier with 
Pakistan and prevent arms smug- 
gling that it says is fuelling the 
Sikh separatist movement in Pun- 
jab state. 

India has accused Pakistan of 
faq'Kfating “narco-terrorism” by 
which the Sikh militants fund 
arms supplies with heroin smug- 
gling. Pakistan denies the allega- 
tion . 

New Delhi’s concern about the 
porous border has risen as Soviet 
troops prepare to withdraw from 
Afghanistan. New Delhi fears 
that any de-escalation of fighting 
there will raise the availability of 
black market weaponry to the 
Sikh radicals. 

Earlier this month, Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
ordered 3,009 more men to police 
the border in Punjab, raising the 
frontier force to 18,000. He also 
directed Punjab state to begin 
building a fence along the fron- 
tier. 

Even border guards doubt this 
will stop the illegal traffic. 

“Sealing the border is not like 
licking and sealing an envelope." 
says Jasmer Singh, a senior offic- 
er in India’s border security 
force. “It is impossible to com- 
pletely stop trans-border move- 
ment." 

The border stretches for 554 
kilometres along the Punjab in a 
rigyag line scrawled when the 
sub-continent was partitioned 
into India and Pakistan by the 
British in 1947. 

Smuggling has been the avoca- 
tion of the region, with Pakistan's 
lower-priced gold and textiles 
finding eager markets in India. 

Narcotics for arms 

In recent years, the smugglers 
have added more-lucrative mer- 
chandise: Narcotics and automa- 
tic rifles. 

S ikh militants, involved both as 
smugglers and buyers, need the 
arms to sustain their six-year 
guerrilla campaign for an inde- 
pendent Sikh homeland in Pun- 
jab. So far this year, they have 
slain more than 800 people. 

Punjab police say most of the 
killings have been carried out 
with Chinese-made AK-47 rifles 
diverted from the Afghan rebels. 
Since early this year, the extrem- 
ists have added rocket-propelled 
grenades and shoulder-fired, 
anti-aircraft missiles to their 
arsenal. 

In Islamabad, President Zia U1 
Haq has denied any aid or sup- 
port to the Sikh militants. Gandhi 


Palestinians have succeeded in 
maintaining their national con- 
sensus and sustaining their 
national, regional and interna- 
tional activities by a system of 
democratic politics. 

As a community whose destiny 
was in die hands of others, the 
Palestinian Arabs in the 1960s 
began foiling the national con- 
sensus which today underlies 
their political action. 

They insist on their right to a 
territorial and cultural identity. 
That right to independent state- 
hood and its implementation by 
all legitimate means — state and 
individual t e rrori s m are illegiti- 
mate — is internationally sanc- 
tioned. 

Their right to representation by 
their freely designated repre- 
sentative, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, was first ack- 
nowledged by the Arab states at 
the Rabat summit in 1974 and has 
subsequently been affirmed 


ier 


has nonetheless continued to ac- 
cuse its rival neighbour of both 
harbouring the extremists and 
even providing cover fire when 
they make their border crossings. 

Rugged terrain makes the fron- 
tier difficult to seal. 

In some places, like Dhinda on 
the northern-most tip of Punjab, 
fanners cultivate land right up to 
the border, which often is marked 
only by a short white pillar. 

Here, a Pakistani wheat field 
starts where the Indian field ends. 
Singh, the border security officer, 
asked: “How can we stop two 
formers sharing a hookah (pipe) 
and exchanging packets?” 

In other border areas, clusters 
of 6-foot elephant grass block 
vision and make clandestine 
movement easy. At some places, 
river valleys and shifting tributar- 
ies make it difGaitt to even de- 
marcate the frontier. 

India’s border policing efforts 
indude observation towers about 
2 kilometres apart. Patrols stay 
within 500 metres of each other 
and after dark, border troops 
have night-vision binoculars and 
searchlights to help spot surrepti- 
tious movement 

Very expensive 

But the searchlights sometimes 
inexplicably go off. said Cham an 
Lai, a deputy-inspector general in 
the border force. 

“We suspect it is arranged,” he 
said, adding that the government 
should provide separate power 
lines instead of relying on connec- 
tions from border villages. 

D.S. Kalb a, the district com- 
missioner at Gurdaspur, one of 
three Punjab districts bordering 
Pakistan, talked of even more 
elaborate projects in store to sea] 
the border. 

“The government plans to ban 
cultivation up to 500 metres from 
the border and create a no-mans 
land,” he said. “Later, this area 
will be fenced off and mined.” 

A major drawback is the cost. 
Even this month's plans of in- 
creasing bordeT troops and in- 
stalling barbed-wire fence is pro- 
jected at 8 billion rupees (S615 
million). 

Even if security measures suc- 
ceed in Punjab, smugglers have 
alternative routes to India. 

Jasmer Singh noted that the 
border in Gujarat state to the 
south cuts through hard-io-patrol 
swamps, white in neighbouring 
Rajasthan state it passes through 
desert. 

“They can bring arms through 
Rajasthan, where observation 
posts are set at least 8 kilometres 
apart,” he said. “Ail they need is 
a fast camel. And they have faster 
camels than we have." 


almost universally. 

In the struggle to translate their 
consensus into reality, the 
Palestinian Arabs have created 
institutions that organise and 
mobilise a dispersed population, 
nourish their identity and prom- 
ote the achievement of their poli- 
tical programme. 

In creating these institutions — 
for example, the Palestine Red 
Crescent Society (a kind of Red 
Cross) and Sained Enterprises (a 
network of small industries) — 
they offer a vision of a Palestine 
shared with Israel’s Jewish com- 
munity. The precise mode of 
sharing will be freely decided by 
both peoples. 

They practise consensual poli- 
tics — unique in the Arab region 
— in which each Palestinian, 
separately or organised, volun- 
tarily participates in the political 
process. Organised in various un- 
ions — trade, teacher, student, 
writer, artist, engineer, etc. — 


and in openly political move- 
ments. (eF-Fatebi the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine), Palestinian Arabs designate 
representatives to their principal 
national political institution, the 
Palestine National Council. 

The council is the equivalent of 
the U.S. Congress, its 428 mem- 
bers, drawn from &D coiners of 
the world, repres'.nt all social, 
political and economic strata of 
Palestinian Arab society. It is the 
most representative political 
assembly in the Arab region and 
the most deliberative in its open, 
hugely attended animal sessions. 
Not a single decision relating to 
the Palestinian Arab people can 
be adopted by any group or 
groups secretly; none can be im- 
posed. 

The two milli on Palestinians 
who have endured Israel’s milit- 
ary occupation since 1967 are 
fully conscious of the significance 


of post-World War II decolonisa- 
tion. For mroe than four months, 
those on the West Bank and in 
Gaza have been engaged in an 
uprising unprecedented in its 
militancy among the Palestinian 
Arabs to end their colonised sta- 
tus and achieve sovereignty. 

Consider the Palestinian 
Arabs’ transformation in the 40 
years since Israel has emerged on 
portions of their national home- 
land. They were a mainly rural 
people, with a modest literacy 
rate, who were incompetently led 
and out-organised aim our-disri- 
ptioed by a determined adversary 
whose moral chum on the world 
and position in the international 
community gave it enormous 
moral* political and material 
leverage. 

Today, despite exile, stateless- 
ness and subjugation, Palesti- 
nians are as cohesive and socially 
and educationally accomplished 


as the best Arab community in 
the Middle East, and they com- 
pare favourably with other 
achieving nations. 

The new state will have the 
herculean tasks of reintegrating 
the diqjersed Palestinian Arabs 
and transforming the conflict with 
Israel into peaceful and equal 
coexistence, while also contribut- 
ing to the peaceful evolution of 
the entire region. 

It is futile to deny die Palesti- 
nian Arabs their independence — 
and to try to frustrate an emerg- 
ing democratic order of all Mid- 
dle Eastern peoples and states. 


The writer* a member of the 
Palestine National Council , is a 
professor of political science and 
chairman of the political science 
department at Northwestern Uni- 
versity . His comment is reprinted 
from The New York Times. 


Speculation revives about 
status of Kremlin ideology chief 


By Mary EHec Bortau 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Speculation has 
revived that Kremlin ideology 
chief Yegor Ligachev may have 
been the loser in a policy struggle 
between proponents of broad 
political reform and conservatives 
advocating a more cautious 
approach to change. 

The latest speculation was 
based on his absence — reported 
by the Soviet Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda Thursday 
— from two Moscow meetings 
devoted to ideology and reform. 

The meetings were attended in- 
stead by politburo member Alex- 
ander Yakovlev, believed to be 
the closest aide of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Ligachev — who has served as 
the effective number two to Gor- 
bachev since April 1985, with 
responsibility for ideology — 
would normally have been ex- 
pected to attend both meetings. 


As historians and writers were 
meeting in Moscow Wednes- 
day to discuss the ideological 
thrust of the current re -evalua- 
tion of Soviet history, ligachev 
was holding talks with South 
African Communist Party leader 
Joe Slovo. 

Yakovlev, who attended the 
opening session of the history 
parley, also spoke at a meeting of 
leading Soviet editors on the role 
of the media during the current 
stage of the reform process, Prav- 
da said. Ligachev was again ab- 
sent 

According to persistent 
rumours in Moscow* a conflict 
between Gorbachev and 
Ligachev erupted after the mid- 
March publication of a deeply 
conservative newspaper article 
defending Josef Stalin and criti- 
cising Kremlin reform. 

Delayed action? 

Ligachev has been portrayed as 
the inspiration behind tire article, 
which was denounced in Pravda 


in early April as a manifesto of 
enemies of reform. 

Iigachev’s appearance at a 
Kremlin rally last week and de- " 
mate by senior officials that be 
had lost tire ideology job have 
foiled to quench the rumours of 
his fall from grace. 

Diplomats note that fonner 
politburo member Boris Yeltsin 
took part in November 7 Bolshe- 
vik revolution celebrations last 
year, more than two weeks after 
his outburst at a party central 
committee plenum winch led to 
his ousting as Moscow city party 
chief. 

Some diplomatic sources say 
Yakovlev, who handles prop- 
aganda and culture on the ruling 
politburo, appears to have taken 
over the ideology portfolio for 
the moment. 

Yakovlev is a strong backer of 
reform and a driving force behind 
the Kremlin’s campaign for glas- 
nost (openness) in the media and 
culture and tire discussion of 
“blank pages” in the Soviet his- 


tory. 

But diplomats say it is too early 
4o tell whether Yakqvtev would 
inherit the number two' Kremlin 
position if ligachev is formally 
shifted at a future central com- 
mittee plenum. 

They say Yakovlev appears at 
present to be sharing Ligachev’s 
formal duties with Georgy Razu- 
movsky, who handles party per- 
sonnel and organisational work 
on the central committee secre- 
tariat as well as serving on the 
politburo. 

Ligachev, who said in a West- 
ern press interview last year that 
be chaired the secretariat’s meet- 
ings, has been in overall charge of 
party personnel matters. 

Some diplomatic sources be- 
lieve the situation will not be- 
come dear before a party confer- 
ence in late June which will map 
out reforms of the Soviet political 
system and may have the power 
to replace one-fifth of the central 
committee's members. 


Dm Mita, once 


seen as reluctant 
reform leader 


By Barry Moody 

Renter 

ROME — When Christian 
Democrat chief Ciriaco de Mita 
reluctantly took on the task of 
forming a new Italian govern- 
ment, many political insiders saw 
trim as a lamb being led to the 
slaughter. 

Now, a month later and after 
overwhelming parliamentary con- 
fidence votes, the 60-year-old 
southern lawyer has won ap- 
plause from a surprisingly wide 
area. Commentators believe he 
might usher in an era that will 
change the face of politics. 

He is seen as the leading 
architect of a process of reform, 
aimed at making Italy more 
stable, that is backed by a broad 
front of parties induding the 
powerful opposition Communists 
(PCI). The Communists see it as 
a way to end their 40-year exclu- 
sion from the effective political 
process. 

De Mita wants to streamline 
parliamentary and government 
procedures, cutting out long de- 
lays that now obstruct legislation. 
His most important aim is to 
create a system of alternating 
opposition and government 
groups with well-defined roles 
rather than the existing situation 
where a myriad of small parties 
squabble over unstable coali- 
tions. 

Dramatic sea changes are not 
uncommon in Italy's volatile poli- 
tics. Bat the contrast between de 
Mita’s cautious beginnings and 
his smooth confirmation as prime 
minister has surprised even poli- 


tical veterans. 

“Either it’s a miracle or they 
are having us on,” said the in- 
fluential Co mere Della Sera 
newspaper. 

Worried de Mita 

The worried expression on de 
Mita’s face as he accepted the 
mandate from President Frances- 
co Cossiga on March 16 was not 
out of place for a man widely 
believed to be risking an ambush 
from enemies both inside and 
outside his own party. 

Indeed . hostile Christian 
Democrat factions were believed 
to have engineered his accept- 
ance of the high-risk post in the 
belief that it would force him to 
give up the party leadership. 

The two jobs are rarely held by 
the same man and while the 
leader of the Christian Demo- 
crats, Italy's largest party, exerts 
enormous power, prime ministers 
have lasted an average of only 
eight months in the previous 47 
postwar governments. 

De Mita’s arch political rival. 
Socialist leader Bettino Craxi, 
was also thought by many to be 
trying to lead him into a danger- 
ous trap. 

Now Craxi, while declaring he 
“won’t sign blank cheques for 
anyone,” has promised “attentive 
and loyal support." 

There are signs in fact that the . 
Socialists are alarmed by de 
Mila’s overtures to the PCI be- 
cause a true liberation of the 
Communists from the "ghetto” of 
opposition would end Craxi’s 
control of the effective balance of 
power. 


Craxi believes drat if anybody 
is to play the Communist card it 
should be him, al the head of a 
left-wing alliance. 

Cynicism persists, as is natural 
in Italian politics, about how long 
de Mita’s honeymoon will last 
once he tries to pot his ambitious 
plans into action. 

But he is universally consi- 
dered to have made a for better 
start than expected and there is 
cautious optimism that he might 
mid a year of political turmoil 
which saw five government crises 
and premature elections last 
June. 

Part of the explanation for his 
success is his prestige as party 
leader, and his skill in cooling the 
temperature with long patient 
negotiations to forge a new agree- 
ment between the same parties 
who have ruled for the last seven 
years — Christian Democrats, 
Socialists, Republicans, Social 
Democrats ami liberals. 

Their quarrelling, and especial- 
ly rivalry between de Mita and 
Cran. has caused the instability 
since early 1987. 

But the main reason for de 
Mita’s success is the way in which 
be has seized the leadership of a 
process of reform which most of 
the parties agree is essential to 
prevent the collapse of Italy's 
political system. 

De Mita declared in his inaugu- 
ral speech that Italy faced “not a 
crisis of government... but a crisis 
of our whole political system.” 

In his summing up in the lower 
house confidence debate he 
added: “Our ambition is to re- 
construct the mechanism of gov- 


ernment of our country.” 

The Italian system has been 
described as “blocked democra- 
cy" because of the stagnation 
caused by the perm anem domina- 
tion of the Christian Democrats, 
governing in collaboration with 
small parties, while the Commun- 
ists. the second largest party, 
remain confined in opposition. 

The instability is seen as a 
major obstacle to Italy's dynamic 
economic development, hamper- 
ing industrialists with a system of 
public administration and state 
ownership whose inefficiency is 
legendary. 

Italy’s top industrialist, fiat 
boss Gianni Agnelli, has strongly 
backed de Mita's plazs for well- - 
defined and alternating groups of 
government and opposition in* . . 
stead of a myriad of small parties 
squabbling over unstable coafi- 
tions. ; ' _ \ 

An indirect tribute to de Mita’s 
plans also came from ah ^unex- 
pected quarter. Red Brigades 
guerrillas who killed his top 
adviser on political refonn, Sena- 
tor Roberto R nffffli ... 

In a co mmuni que dahnmg'the 
murder, the Brigades -said de 
Mita's plans were “ahntf ^mak- 
ing formal democracy ^;d£ti0nt 
as possible* adapting^ it -to thc 
model in mature - European 
democracies.” . IT'.T 

Apart from giving Vbtera the - 
choice of ready made coslitiGDS, 
de Mita aims to . firing : 

scout voting in - . 

currently causes great nffQl^Hty ' - 
by allowing tfisgnmtlexl^venjr. . 
meet deputies to siffa ‘ - 

d*e opposition? 

■ • '■ . 

V. ^ V- - - 
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Red Cross assails 
Israel’s use of force 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
president of the International 
Committee of die Red Cross 
(ICRC) has criticised the Israeli 
government’s “disproportionate” 
use of force against Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. 

Cornelio Sommaruga said Fri- 
day Andre Pasquier, ICRC direc- 
tor of operations, had met Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
and Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Tel Aviv this week and 
pointed out Israeli violations of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

“These are the Palestinian ex- 
pulsions, destructions of houses 
and of culture, and the use of 
certain means for maintaining 
security which might be disprop- 
ortionate to the problem,” he 
told a news briefing. 

“A country has the right to 
maintain security in the territory 
it occupies. But we have observed 
the Israeli security forces are us- 
ing weapons of war.” 

Pasquier, who reports back to 
Sommaruga Saturday, was un- 
able to meet Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Sh amir as hoped. 

But Sommaruga left open the 
possibility he would seek an audi- 
ence with Shamir. 

“If needed I shall certainly 
decide to go myself,” he said. 
“The situation in the worst since 
the start of the Israeli occupation 
20 years ago.” 


The death toll in the 20-week- 
old Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Stripis at least 175 Palestinians . 

ICRC delegates have visited 
more than 5,000 Palestinian de- 
tainees in the occupied territories 
since the uprising began Dec. 9 
and were monitoring hospitals to 
ensure medical care was available 
without discrimination, Sommar- 
uga said. 

The all-Swiss body condemned 
Israel for expelling eight Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- . 
ies earlier this month, and for 
expelling four others in January, 
as violations of the Fourth Gene- 
va Convention which forbids 
forced transfers. 

The ICRC has doubled its 
number of expatriate delegates in 
the occupied territories to 40 
since last August, due to the 
tensions there. 

Sommaruga said that further 
reinforcements were being consi- 
dered, commenting: “Our pre- 
sence has a dissuasive effect if we 
are on the spot when events 
happen." 

PoW visits on hold 

On the Gulf war, Sommaruga 
said Red Cross visits to prisoners 
of war had been put on hold 
because of “major problems.” 
and that the visits will not resume 
until the problems are resolved. 



Israeli soldiers wearing gas masks and wielding batons and shields 
moving in the occupied West Bank 


“It is important to darify these 
major problems before starting 
visits again,” Sommaruga said. 

Iran allowed the Red Cross to 
resume its visits to Iraqi PoWs in 
1987 after refusing to permit 
them in 1985 and 1986. ICRC 
spokesman Carlos Bauverd said 
ICRC delegates made a series of 
visits to 15 prisoners of war camps 
in Iran in 1987 and January 1988. 

Sommaruga said that more 
than 7,000 PoWs whom the ICRC 
visited in 1984 were not seen 
again in 1987. He said the ICRC 
gave Iran a list of the prisoners' 
names and is “requesting the 
Iranian authorities to give us ac- 


cess to or give us information 
about these" prisoners. 

The ICRC has also asked for 
information about some 8,000 
Iraqi prisoners who have sent 
family messages through the Red 
Cross network but who have nev- 
er been registered as PoWs by 
Iran, Sommaruga said. 

He said there is also a problem 
with Iraq, namely that no new 
prisoners have been registered 
since the beginning of 1987. He 
said this did not jibe with official 
Iraqi reports of having captured 
more Iranians since then. 

But ICRC visits to PoW camps 
in Iraq are continuing, he said 


Locust threat could 
spread to Near East 


ROME (AP) — If unchecked, 
swarms of desert locusts devour- 
ing crops in North Africa might 
spread to East Africa, the Near 
East, Pakistan and India, United 
Nations officials said Friday. 

“If the swarms spread, extraor- 
dinary efforts will be needed to 
avert major food losses,” U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO) Director-General 
Edouard Saouma said in a state- 
ment. 

U.N. experts said a swarm cover- 
ing one square kilometre can 
contain 50 million insects, weigh 
a total of 100 tons and eat its 
weight in fresh vegetation each 


r. Lukas Brader, who heads 
the agency's emergency centre 
for locust operations, said the 
African locust infestations is as 
big as the one in the 1950s that 
took 13 years to control. 

The plague originally spread 
over Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria 
and Libya. Now the experts said 
it extends from the periphery of 
the Mediterranean basin in the 


north, to the Sahel in the South 
and West to Mali and Senegal. 

“During the past week, we 
have had reports of breeding in 
Cape Verde for the first tune 
ever,” said Brader. “There is also 
a small but worrisome desert lo- 
cust presence in Saudi Arabia. 
Thus, there is activity on both 
sides of the invasion area — west 
and east. 

Saouma said in his statement 
that the locusts in northwest Afri- 
ca and the Sahel were breeding at 
an alarming rate and could posed 
a threat to crops in other areas. 

“The current plague, unless 
checked, could spread to East 
Africa, the Near East, Pakistan, 
and India in the next one to one 
and a half years,” said Saouma. 

Although some dead locusts 
have washed up on Italian 
beaches, the agency said the 
chances of the insects posing a 
danger to southern Europe are 
remote. 

Saouma said with a recent $10- 
million contribution from the 
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Islamic Development Bank, 
there is $40 million in a fund for 
an international campaign that is 
coordinated by the agency. 

However, Brader said the 
overall cost of the campaign 
could exceed $150 million. 

Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco and Tunisia also have 
agreed to establish a common 
fund to fight the plague in a 
closely coordinated programme,” 
Saouma said. 

Currently, thousands of people 
and a fleet of more than 90 


aircraft are involved in daily con- 
trol operations in North and West 
Africa. 

The agency’s emergency centre 
said about 3 million hectares have 
been sprayed and at least two 
milli on hectares may need to be 
sprayed in the next few months. 

The centre said that for the 
time being, major agricultural 
areas in affected countries have 
been relatively spared. But it said 
the threat to crops is particularly 
great in the Sahel and West 
Africa. 



Radicals score gains 
in Iranian elections 


(Continued from page 1) 

of Iran’s pilgrimage bureau who 
is believed to have masterminded 
riots in the Holy City of Mecca 
last July. Karroubi, a middle- 
ranking deric. heads a radical 
group called Militant Clergymen. 

According to figures released 
by the Interior Ministry and 
broadcast by Tehran Radio, Kar- 
roubi received 971,752 votes in 
his Tehran constituency, second 
only to Majlis Speaker Hasbemi 
. Rafsanjani, one of the most 
powerful figures in Iran. 

Rafsanjani, a dose adviser to 
. Khomeini, took more than 1.3 
million votes, the highest single 
vote total announced so far. 

Although the final make-up of 
. the Majlis remains incomplete, 
the first-round voting appeius to 
have bolstered both Rafsanjani, 
who favours economic reforms, 

. and Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi. 

Musa vi's radicals held a slim 
majority in the last Majlis. But he 
got a big boost from Khomeini a 
few weeks before the April 8 
election. 

Khomeini, apparently seeking 
to break a legislative logjam he 
feared was paralysing the govern- 
ment and delaying badly needed 
economic reforms, decreed 
sweeping powers for the govern- 
ment aimed at increasing state 
control of the economy, as advo- 
cated by Musavi. 

Among other radicals who won 
were Ateqe Sediqi Rajai, widow 
of the late President Mohammad 
Ali Rajai, and one of 35 women 
among the 1,700 candidates. 

Rajai was assassinated with 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Javad Bahonar, when leftist 
opponents of Khomeini bombed 
Bahonar's office Aug. 32, 1981. 

Another winner was Hadi Gha- 
fari, a key figure in forming 
Khomeini's Revolutionary 
Guards. 

He was among the winners in 
14 of the 30 Tehran districts 
where final results were 


announced, along with Fakhred- 
din Hejazi, another conservative 
who got more than 700,000 votes, 
and former Agriculture Minister 
Mohammad Salamati, with more 
than 500,000. 

One of the winners in Qom was 
Hojatoleslam Sadeq Kh alkali, a 
former Islamic judge who 
ordered the execution of hun- 
dreds of people by firing squad or 
hanging in the bloody early days 
of the revolution. Tehran Radio 
said he polled nearly 200.000 
votes in the first ballot. 

Several leading conservatives 
were either knocked ont of the 
running or failed to win absolute 
majorities and now face runoff 
elections May 13, according to 
radio reports. 

Among them were Rafsan- 
jani’s deputy, Mohammad Yazdi, 
a prominent deputy in the Majlis; 
and former Commerce Minister 
Habib Asgarouladi. 

Former Interior Minister 
Ayatollah AH Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri, a member of the now- 
disbanded hardline Islamic Re- 
public Party, failed to get a clear 
majority and will have to run in 
the May 13 second round, Tehran 
Radio said. 

Nateq-Nouri. who was also 
briefly armed forces commander 
after President Abol Hassan 
Bani-Sadr was ousted in 1982. now 
heads the Hojati group, an ex- 
tremist Islamic faction. 

Among other notable winners 
was Mobsen Noorbaksh, gov- 
ernor of the central bank from 
1981 to 1987, who ran for parlia- 
ment for the first time. 

Noorbaksh, who holds a docto- 
rate degree in economics from 
the University of California, was 
backed by a combination of radic- 
als and consevatives. 

He was one of several technoc- 
rats who entered the parliamen- 
tary race for the first time in what 
was seen as a challenge to the 
conservative mullahs, whose fun- 
damentalism has hampered eco- 
nomic progress. 


Shipping community welcomes 
expanded U.S. naval protection 


(Continued from page 1) 

despite an expanded U.S. navy 
role. 

They noted that the Iranians 
turned to sowing mines in the 
waterway when expanding coas- 
tal protection by the littoral states 
or the escort policies curtailed 
their ability to raid shipping. 

“Who's to prevent the Iranians 
sowing hundreds of mines in the 
waterway? They manufacture 
them,” said one. “Who's to pre- 
vent them firing Silkworm anti- 
ship missiles at a convoy moving 
through the Hormuz? 

"They will be ready to take in 
stride the U.S. navy taking on ali 
their missile batteries there. In 
the end it's the United States that 
will be tiie loser, finding itself in a 
state of war.” 

Others, noting that U.S. offi- 
cials said the new policy did not 
mean a “tilt" towards Iraq, won- 
dered what Washington would do 
when the Iraqis attacked ships 
outside Iranian waters, which has 
happened once in a while. 


“The best attitude to adopt 
now is a wait-and-see one,” said 
one shipping executive who has 
often complained that his vessels, 
mainly flying Asian flags, were 
left at the mercy of the Iranians as 
the big powers protected their 
shipping. 

“From what has been 
announced, protection has not 
been guaranteed for all ships,” be 
said. “It sounds like an elastic 
policy that will be used by the 
United States at the right mo- 
ment, when they choose to take 
on the Iranians. ” 

Iran's state-run radio con- 
tended Saturday that Washing- 
ton's decision to extend naval 
protection in the Gulf proved the 
United States was backing Iraq 
The radio said in a commentary 
that the aim of the new policy was 
to give Iraq “a free hand to attack 
ships.” 

“I other words, the new project 
encompasses ail vessels except 
those that enter or leave Iran’s 
ports,” the radio commented. 


Palestinians, settlers clash 


(Continued from page 1) 
were arrested. 

“That never happened be- 
fore.” said Siniora. “The intifa- 
dah is growing roots.” 

Mubarak Awad. director of the 
Centre for the Study of Non- 
Violence, said: “A lot of journal- 
ists think that because there is no 
stone-throwing or no killing, 
there is a drop in the intifadah. 
No way. It’s getting worse and 
worse, but in a different way.” 
Awad noted the establishment 
within the past month of commit- 
tees in towns, villages and re- 
fugee camps of the occupied terri- 
tories to handle local issues, in- 
cluding security, food, agriculture 
and education. 

“If there is a fight or a legal 
problem, the committee will take 
care of it instead of going to 
court,” said Awad. 

He said the uprising “is less 


visible. Not only that, but also it 
is really including lawyers, doc- 
tors, the teachers, everybody." 

The Palestinian leaders attri- 
buted the decline in visible de- 
monstrations to the Holy Month 
of Ramadan, when many fast 
during daylight hours, and to the 
imprisonment of some 5,000 resi- 
dents of the occupied territories. 

In their latest leaflet, the upris- 
ing leaders urged Palestinians to 
keep up the revolt, warning that 
“the blood of our martyrs must 
not be spilled for nothing.” 

“Boys and girls of Palestine, 
we need more attacking forces, 
more giving to Palestine," said 
the leaflet. “Every strike at the 
body of our enemy will bring the 
day of victory nearer.” 

The leaflet, signed as usual by 
the “United Leadership of the 
Uprising,” called for more gener- 
al strikes and “days of confronta- 
tion with occupation forces.” 



Lebanon to 

complain 

about 

Israeli 

raids 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon has 
decided to complain to the U.N. 
Security Council about an Israeli 
raid into South Lebanon villages 
fat which 200 vfflagers were de- 
tained, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

The daily AJ Safir said acting 
Prime Minister Sahm Boss Friday 
Instructed Lebanon’s ambassador 
to the United Nations, Rashid 
Fakhoury, to submit tbe official 
protest. 

Boss also asked Fakhoury to 
“seek international pressure on 
Israel to caH off its suppressive 
measures, release the detainees 
and refrain Grom interfering in 
Lebanese affairs.” 

AJ Safir, the independent A1 
Nahar newspaper and other daily 
publications said Israeli troops 
Friday raided 16 villages in 
Israel’s self-designated “security 
zone” in South Lebanon and 
rounded up about 200 Lebanese 
villagers. 

AI Safir said the raid came after 
inhabitants refused to join the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia and allow the 
formation of Israeli-sponsored 
“dvfl administrations” to ran 
their affairs. 

AI Nahar said that as the Israeli 
unit stormed Into the villages, 
Israeli jets flew low over Mount 
Henaon, where the L eba ne s e, Sy- 
rian and Israeli borders meet. 

The paper quoted nw—mwi 
witnesses as saying the Syrians 
fired a Soviet-made surface-to-air 
missile at “a formation of Israeli 
warpla n es that tried to approach 
the Syrian border.’* It said the 
projectile was a SAM-6. 

“The Israeli warplanes drop- 
ped hot air balloons (to deflect the 
missile) and flew away towards 
the occupied territory,** the re- 
port added. 

The paper (fid not say if the 
ntissOe was fired from Lebanese 
or Syrian territory. 

Israel Radio said Friday Israefi 
troops entered two southern vil- 
lages in the “security zone” and 
interrogated dozens of residents 
about two commando infiltr ations 
into Israel in which two Israeli 
soldiers were killed this week. 


S. Arabia rejects 
American request 
to inspect missiles 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Saudi Arabia has rejected an 
American request to inspect its Chinese missiles for 
nuclear or chemical warheads, Saudi Defence Minis- 
ter Prince Saltan Ibn Abdul Aziz has revealed. 


The minister, in an interview 
with the London-based Lebanese 
AI S&yyad magazine, said 
Washington had been told the 
matter was only Riyadh's con- 
cern. 

The weekly, which appeared 
on the news-stands in Beirut Fri- 
day, did not say when the in- 
terview took place. 

“The Americans said they 
wanted to inspect the missiles to 
see whether they carried nuclear 
or chemical warheads. We said 
no never, we will not allow you,” 
the minis ter said. 

He said his government told 
the U.S. administration: “We 
buy weapons from you and the 
only condition of die purchase 


contracts is that we don't give 
these weapons to a third country, 
other than that the matter is our 
concern only.” 

Prince Sultan said Riyadh 
purchased the CSS-2 medium- 
range missiles two years ago and 
asserted that the missiles did not 
cany unclear warheads, saying: 
“We are against nuclear 
weapons.” 

Last Tuesday, the Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said Riyadh had 
derided to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. The deci- 
sion was taken at a Monday 
cabinet meeting chaired by King 
Fahd. 

Prince Sultan added: “Some 
think we are hostages to America 


in the purchase of weapons and 
they even say we are hostages to 
American policy. We don't need 
to answer this, the purchase of 
the Chinese missiles is the 
answer.” 

The purchase of the surface-to- 
surface missiles was revealed in 
March and China then confirmed 
it had sold an undisclosed num- 
ber of missiles to Riyadh. 

Washington has voiced un- 
happiness over the Saudi purch- 
ase of the missiles, which have a 
range of 3,500 kilometres. 

Gulf-based diplomats see the 
Saudi purchase to be a warning to 
Iran not to extend its missiles war 
beyond Iraqi targets. 

King Fahd, in an interview with 
a Kuwaiti newspaper published 
Thursday, said Saudi Arabia was 
prepared if necessary to use the 
missiles to defend itself against 
Iran. 


Muslim leader delays accepting award 


NEW YORK (AP) — The post-' 
ponement in giving the 1988 
Templeton Prize for progress in 
religion to Muslim leader Inamul- 
lah Khan was at his request after 
some Jewish leaders accused him 
of anti-Semitism, officials say. 

“He lqinself asked for the de- 
lay so assurances could be given 
that the charges were not valid," 
says the Rev. Wilbert Forker, of 
the Bahamas, vice president of 
the Templeton Foundation. 

He said the postponement was 
ordered April 5 and the inquiry 
was not likely to be concluded 
until mid-summer. 

Charges that Khan was anti- 
Semitic came after he was named 
in March to receive the $390,000 
prize for advancing cooperation 
among Muslims. Christians and 
Jews. 

It had been scheduled for pre- 
sentation May 10 in London. 

Khan, 73, of Karachi, Pakis- 
tan, secretary-general of the 
World Muslim Congress, said in a 
letter to the prize office: 

“I request that the prize cere- 


mony be delayed, if necessary for 
several months, to allow frill 
assurances to be given to the 
Templeton judges and the public 
to dear away untruthful accusa- 
tions and misunderstandings." 

The criticisms were raised by 
the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B’rith, which alleged past 
anti-Jewish comments by Muslim 
Congress officers and in its news- 
letter. 

Khan replied: "The allegation 
that the World Muslim Congress 
ever issued or mailed from its 
office any anti-Semitic literature 
is a palpable falsehood.” 

The New York Times said a 
congress newsletter in the 1970s 
advertised the “Protocols of die 
Elders of Zion," a anti-Jewish 
forgery, and carried other anti- 
Jewish tracts. 

In a lengthy memorandum, 
answering questions relayed to 
him by the New York Times, 
Khan said: 

“I can never support anti-Semi- 
tic feelings because I am myself a 
(V^cendant of - Semitic -ancestors 


from the Middle East... I respect 
Jews as ‘people of the book’; I 
respect Moses as a prophet of 
God." 

However, mentioning a point 
that outrages Jews — the United 
Nations classifying of Zionism as 
racism — Khan added: 

“My difference is with the 
Zionists because the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly has declared Zion- 
ism a racist creed.” 

Noting that he is a president of 
the inter-faith World Conference 
of Religion and Peace, he said. “1 
have consistently preached inter- 
religious concord and under- 
standing and promoted inter-faith 
meetings.” 

William P. Thompson, associ- 
ate general secretary of the inter- 
faith conference, observed of the 
controversy: 

"The prize is not because the 
winner is a saint but because he 
has made some religious prog- 
ress. Khan has made some re- 
markable strides toward greater 
openness to other religions and 
respect for-tbem.” - 


ASALA accuses Turkey of Athens killing 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — An anti- 
Turkish underground group, the 
Armenian Secret Army for the 
Liberation of Armenia (ASA- 
LA), has accused Turkey of loll- 
ing guerrilla leader Hagop Hago- 
pian in Athens. 

Hagopian, shot by two masked 
gunmen, was identified by the 
Greek Minis try of Public Order 
as founder of ASALA which has 
waged a violent campaign against 
official Turkish taigets for over 
15 years. 

Police in Athens said they were 
still bunting for dues on the 
identity and motives of the gun- 
men who attacked him in a weal- 
thy seaside suburb Thursday 
morning while on his way to the 
airport. 

“Pending on information re- 
vealed by our security apparatus, 
we can say that this terrorist act 
was the doing of imperialist na- 
tions and their ally Turkey," 
ASALA said in a statement deli- 
vered to an international news 
agency in west Beirut late Friday. 
ASALA also raid it has started 


its own investigations and warned 
“all countries who aim to take 
advantage of the assassination 
that we shall confront them 
fiercely.” 

In its statement ASALA iden- 
tified the victim as Minas Ohan- 
nissian, whose nom de guerre was 
Hagop Hagopian, and said it was 
its duty to reveal the “execute rs 
and plotters of the act" although 
Hagopian had been ousted from 
the underground army since 
1987. 

Armenian sources in Athens 
said Hagopian founded ASALA 
in the early 70s and headed the 
group until 1983. 

ASALA has campaigned 
violently for an independent state 
in the Armenian region of Turkey 
and recognition for its allegations 
that 1.5 million Armenians were 
massacred in eastern Turkey dur- 
ing World War I. Turkey rejects 
the allegations. 

It has claimed responsibility for 
numerous attacks against Turkish 
diplomats in Western Europe and 
the United States. 


Hagopian was killed by a gun- 
man who pumped four slugs into 
his head and chest from a sawed- 
off shotgun. The attack occurred 
at 4:30 a.m. (0130 GMT) while he 
was waiting for a taxi to Athens 
airport. 

Police at first identified the 
victim as Abdul Mohammad 
Kasim from the South Yemen 
diplomatic passport. 

Later a police source, who re- 
quested anonymity, told AP he 
had been living in Athens for a 
year under the name of Henri 
Titizian and travelling frequently 
on the South Yemen passport. 

The source said Mrs. Titizian 
was back in the couple’s apart- 
ment in the old Pfaaleron suburb 
with her two-month old baby, 
and a police guard. 

Neighbours said she rented the 
apartment last summer and that 
the couple lived quietly with few 
visitors. 

Western diplomatic sources, 
speaking on condition they not be 
identified further, said ASALA 
members moved freely in and out 


of Athens, where the organisa- 
tion’s political wing, the Arme- 
nian Popular Movement, is 
based. 

The sources said ASALA had 
been dormant since 1984, but that 
according to intelligence reports, 
the group operated training in- 
stallations in South Yemen. 

Hagopian dropped out of sight 
after the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon- 

Hagopian’s former number 
two, American archaeologist 
Monte Melkonian, formed a 
splinter group called ASALA- 
Revolutionary Movement after a 
1983 attack at Orly, claiming that 
ASALA had abandoned its ori- 
ginal policy of focusing only on 
Turkish targets. 

Turkey denies involvement 

Turkey denied Saturday the 
ASALA claim. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
faal Banx said “such claims are 
absurd. Turkey never used these 
methods in dealing with ter- 
rorism.” 
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Chamber of Industry, exporters 
discuss crisis in trade with Iraq 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Chamber of Industry President Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan held a meeting Saturday with 
Jordanian manufacturers directly affected by a 
recent government decision to halt financing Jorda- 
nian exports to Iraq after exports exceeded by $240 
million the quota defined by the 1988 trade protocol 
with Iraq. 

Abu Hassan told the Jordan (CBJ) Governor Hussein A1 
Times the Chamber of Industry Qasem is scheduled for Monday 
was negotiating with the govern- ut the Chamber of Industry to 
ment ways to finance the exports, seek the government's views on 
which have exceeded the SI 80 the issue on options to finance 
million ceiling allocated in the these exports, 
protocol for manufactured goods. So far, there has been no gov- 
He said the government was eminent comment on the dea- 
also in touch with the Iraqi gov- sion by the Central Bank to stop 
eminent to find a solution to the financing Jordanian exports to 
crisis which has shocked the in- Iraq. The deri sion was orally 
d us trial sector in Jordan and sent reported to industrial companies 
share prices of industrial com- during the second half of M arch . 
panii»s at the Amman Financial Several Jorda ni a n industrial 
Market plummeting between 10 firms are now stuck with irrevoc- 
and 15 per cent. able and some long-term uncon- 

The meeting at the Chamber of firmed letters of credit and have 
Industry Saturday was held to already exported large quantities 
aijw-M the dimensions of the prob- of manufactured goods or have 
lem and elicit recommendations products in stock, 
from industri alis ts to be relayed Industry and Trade Ministry 
to the government. Abu Hassan Under-Secretary Mo hamm a d Sa- 
saki a meeting with Industry and qqaf, who held talks on the issue 
Trade Minister Hamdi Tabbaa’ with Iraqi officials earlier this 
and Central Bank of Jordan month, is expected to brief indus- 


trialists on the outcome of his 
talks during Monday’s meeting. 

Under the protocol agreement, 
the CBJ finances Jordanian ex- 
ports as a form of payment for 
imports of Iraqi oil and other 
commodities. Jordan imports 
nearly 75 per cent of its oil from 
Iraq. 

The Iraqi AI Rafidain Bank is 
refusing to accept letters of credit 
and export documents from 
Jordanian manufacturers, who 
now complain that this action was 
illegal ana that such moves on the 
part of the Iraqi and Jordanian 
governments “constituted a blow 
to Jordan's industry and princi- 
ples of free economy.” 

During the meeting at the 
Chamber of Commerce Saturday, 
Abu Hassan said that some irre- 
gularities were carried out by 
some Jordanian exporters, ana 
these contributed to the present 
crisis. 

He said that some of products 
exported to Iraq were first im- 
ported by Jor dani an companies 
and re-exported to Iraq after 
label changes and added value. 
Some of these indude wood pro- 


A Chamber of Industry official 
said be estimates non-Jordanian 
manufactured goods exported to 
Iraq through Jordan to be be- 


tween 20 and 30 per cent of the 
Jordanian exports in the first 
three months of this year. 

The current crisis caught Tab- 
baa’ and Qasem in Japan, where 
they were on an official visit The 
two men and other officials re- 
turned home last week. 

Some manufacturers inter- 
viewed by the Jordan limes com- 
plained that the concerned au- 
thorities were not allowing them 
to export their goods outside the 
protocol agreement with Iraq, 
despite their willingness to take 
die risk with Iraqi importers. 

“I would like to know, is this a 
free economy or isn’t this a free 
economy,” a frustrated manufac- 
turer asked during Saturday’s 
meeting. 

One manufacturer asserted 
that several factories bad already 
laid off between 40 and 60 per 
cent of employees and reported 
that at least two manufacturers 
suffered a nervous breakdown 
over the crisis. 

Abu Hassan said the Chamber 
of Industry was doing all it can to 
defend the interests of industrial- 
ists and that it was willing to take 
the initiative with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment if such a move was sanc- 
tioned by the government here. 
He said upcoming talks with the 
government would determine 
ways to solve the problem. 


Renowned h anking centre suffers severe setback 


PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) 
— panama's international bank- 
ing centre, once a safe haven for 
money from throughout the 
world, has been badly damaged 
by a nearly two-month shutdown 
that shows no signs of ending. 

Indeed, bankers worry that the 
multi-billion dollar banking sys- 
tem may never recover from the 
blow dealt by the nation's politic- 
al woes. 

Frightened investors have pul- 
led billions of dollars out of the 
banking centre, and bankers are 
anxiously studying their options. 

“I assume... (tankers) would 
be dunking about leaving the 
country because they can’t do 
much business right now,” said 
Edgardo Lasso, president of the 
Banking Association of Panama, 
which represents 93 of the 117 
mosdy foreign tanks operating 
here. 

Eiicfai Motoshige, general man- 
ager of the local branch of 
Japan's giant Sumitomo Bank, 
said: “Each bank is very, very 
seriously considering what we can 
do for tbe immediate future.” 

High risk 

“The biggest problem,” he 
said, “is that nobody likes to 
place any funds here... because of 
the risk.” 

A tanker in the United States 
whose institution has a Panama 
office said: “the confidence of 


bankers and depositors worl- 
dwide... has been shattered.” He 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

That wasn't always the case. 

Not so long ago, the tiny coun- 
try attracted money from inves- 
tors throughout the world, who 
were often drawn by secrecy pro- 
visions that strictly limit disclo- 
sure of information to foreign 
courts, governments and other 
third parties. 

Many South American and 
European clients wanted to shield 
their money from prying govern- 
ments. 

They also were attracted by the 
nation's use of the U.S. dollar as 
its currency and its prominent 
free trade zone. 

Up until last June, it also 
offered investors political sta- 
bility. 

But ti wave of sometimes-vio- 
lent demonstrations against the 
rule of military strongman Gener- 
al Manuel Antonio Noriega has 
shaken confidence in the system. 

On March 3, the government 
ordered the shutdown of 67 banks 
holding licences to conduct both 
local and international banking 
business. 

Their closure, which paralysed 
the entire banking centre, occur- 
red after the U.S. government 
froze about S50 million of 
Panamanian government money 
in U.S. banks. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment with independent entrance. Com- 
prises one bedroom, Irge living-room, kitchen and batti- 
room. Located at Sweifieh - behind the Jordan Electricity 
Authority Building. 

Tel. 663734, 810598 


WANTED FOR RENT 

Modem roof-top flat (preferably carpeted) with one 
bedroom, and living area. 

Location: Sweifieh, Umm-Uthaina, Abdoun, JebaJ A mm an 
(opto 6th Circle), or TIa’a AI Ali. 

Please call 843104 between 3:00-7:00 p.m. 


AQUAMARINA 

Hotel-Club 
I and n 


From the 2nd till the 1 6th of 
May 88 

Check-in for two nights and get your third 
night on bed and breakfast free of charge 


For booking and best prices please contact: 
Messrs Royal Tours Amman Tel: (06) 643935 
Messrs Travel and Tourism House Irbid Tel: (02) 


The shortage prevented the 
National Bank of Panama from 
providing the dozen locally own- 
ed hanks with enough money to 
cover a run on deposits that 
began Feb. 26. 

That was the day Noriega 
ousted the president, Eric Arturo 
Delvalle. The day before, Delval- 
le had tried to fire Noriega. 

Since then, U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan's administration 
has imposed sweeping sanctions 
on Panama in an effort to get rid 
of Noriega, who is undo: indict- 
ment in the United States on drug 
t rafficking charges. 

Assets tumble 

Analysts cite government fi- 
gures that show assets held by the 
tanking centre tumbled from 
$40 3 bflfion at the end of 1986 to 
$31.4 billion at the end of 1967. 

“There was a massive reduc- 
tion in assets beginning in June,” 
said Luis Luis, Latin American 
director of the Institute of Inter- 
national Finance in Washington, 
D.C. 

“There must have been further 
shrinkage of assets in tbe first 
quarter (of this year),” he said. 

Motoshige said: “So many 
banks, including ourselves, have 
had to move our assets outside.” 

“Depositors,” he said, “did not 
want to keep money here.” 

About three-quarters of the 
centre's assets, or roughly $25 
billion, were in off-shore activi- 
ties at the end of last year. 

Money in off-shore activities, 
those that take place outside of 
Panama, can be easily moved to 
competing banking centres In 
Miami, tire Bahamas, Grand 
Cayman Island in the British 
West Indies and elsewhere. 

Analysts have no figures on 
bow much money has left tbe 
banking system so far this year. 

Estimates vary widely from a 


few bflUon dollars to more than 
$10 billion. 

One financial analyst, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said: ’They will be lucky if they 
come out erf this with $5 billion in 
off-shore banking.” 

Regaining confidence 

Requests for interviews with 
officials of the National Banking 
Commission, a regulatory agen- 
cy, were ignored. 

Bankers say that only after the 
nation's political troubles are set- 
tled can die centre begin tbe slow 
healing process. 

‘There would have to be sever- 
al changes in the government,” 
said Lasso, who also is general 
manager of the local branch of 
Banco International De Costa 
Rica. 

“People would have, to start 
getting' confidence back ini their 
people handling the government 
and that could take... months,” 
be said. 

The National Banking Com- 
mission has been trying to ease 
the situation. 

On April 18, it allowed the 
banks to begin accepting deposits 
from customers. But it restricted 
the amount of money that could 
be drawn on the balance in check- 
ing accounts as of March 3. 

As a result, analysts say, about 
three-quarters of the newly depo- 
sited checks were returned for 
insufficient funds. 

A week later, the commission 
allowed banks to resume a dozen 
additional services, including 
handling letters of credit, collect- 
ing outstanding loans, transfer- 
ring funds within the country and 
making foreign exchange transac- 
tions. 

Clients still cannot withdraw 
cash from their accounts, and 
bankers fear a premature reopen- 
ing of their institutions would 
trigger another run. 


244720 

WE ARE WAITING FOR YOU ! 


FLAT WITH NEW FURNITURE FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a spacious living 
and dining room, with separate central heating and 
entrance, garage, the building has a sauna, squash court, 
swimming pool. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Seventh Circle, near Pizza Hut. 

Tel: 817587 - 821324 


“ FOR RENT — 

ON THE MAIN UNIVERSITY ROAD 

1- Semi-villa, ground floor with garden, garage, tele- 
phone, three bedrooms, salon, living-room, big kitch- 
en, separate central heating and two bathrooms. 
Annual rent JD 1,700. 

2- Flat first floor, two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
separate central heating and two bathrooms. Annual 
rent JD 1,000. 

The site is between University Bridge and the 

Book Centre. If Interested, please call telephone 
605272 or 665784. 


Vienna 
oil talks 
stalled 


VIENNA (R) — A powerful 
group of four Middle East states 
Saturday stood in the way of an 
unprecedented agreement be- 
tween OPEC and six other oil- 
producing states to control world 
production and boost sagging 
prices. 

After two nights of bargaining, 
eight members of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) have agreed 
to cut overall oil output by 

300.000 barrels per day for two 
months, starting on May I. 

Their decision was in response 
to an offer by six states outside 
tbe group — Angola, China, 
Egypt, Malaysia, Mexico and 
Oman — to cut exports by five 
per cent if OPEC reciprocated. 

The combined effect of their 
initiative and OPECs response 
would be to remove about 

500.000 barrels a day from tbe 
world market, oil industry 
analysts estimate. 

But Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil exporter, tacked by 
Kuwait, tbe United Arab Emi- 
rates and Qatar, asked for time to 
consider their positions and re- 
port tack to a third night of 
OPEC negotiations Sunday. 

Both Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have argued that OPEC, whose 
members now produce about 18 
milli on barrels of oil a day com- 
pared with over 30 milli on in the 
late 1970s, has made enough sac- 
rifices and lost its market share. 

Iraq has refused any limit ations 
because its original quota was 
smaller than fellow OPEC mem- 
ber and Gulf war enemy Iran. 

Iraq is currently pumping ab- 
out 2.5 million barrels of oil a 
day. Although its Oil Minister 
foam Abdul Rahim AI Chalibi is 
attending tbe OPEC conference, 
be has so far shown no sign of 
joining an agreement with the 
non-OPEC, states. . . 

Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd said 
in a newspaper interview last 
week he thought it would be 
enough for OPEC to reinforce 
discipline to ensure the 12 o^ its 
13 members who accept output- 
quotas did not exceed their ceil- 
ing of 15.06 million barrels a day. 

But Venezuela’s Oil .Minister 
Arturo Hernandez Grisanti re- 
flected the view of other OPEC 
states when he said that some 
members had been cheating for 
years and were unlikely to stop. 

Conference sources said there 
was still a strong possibility the 
four Gulf states would eventually 
endorse the proposal, by Alge- 
rian Oil Minister Belkacem Nabi, 
to cut output by 300,000 barrels a 
day. 

Asked if Saudi Arabia had 
esqnessed opposition to the plan, 


Guy Mouvagha-Tchiota told re- 
porters: “No. They are in a hold- 
ing pattern.” 

Oil prices rallied strongly on 
the announcement three weeks 
ago of the meeting between 
OPEC and non-OPEC states, 
sending benchmark North Sea 
Brent crude oil surging towards 
$18 a barrel. 

But prices had tumbled below 
$17 before Friday's session as 
traders began to doubt OPECs 
ability to make a serious response 
to the challenge from the inde- 
pendents. 
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Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J. T.) — The following able summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during tbe 
week starting Saturday, April 23, '88 and ending Wednesday, April 27, '88. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


Name of company 


Number 
of shares 


Volume 
of trade 


Opening 

price 


Banking and financial institutions 


Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development ...... 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Poitfotio.Securitics 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

AJ Mashrek Exchange 


Insurance and reinsurance 


Jordan French Insurance — 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan -Gulf Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Bisurance 

Middle East Insurance - 

AHzdihar Insurance 

National Ahliya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance . 


Services and industries 


General Investments 

Inina for Investment and Financial Facilities 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) ... 
Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 
Jordan Leasing Corporation 


Equipment Leasing & Maintenance/Ta’jeerco 

International Contracting & Investment 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

Dar AI Shaab Press. Printing and Publishing .. 

Jordan Daily 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 


Jordan Phosphate Mines 


Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 


Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries ... 


National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

Jordan Lime & Brick 

National Industries 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Hunch Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 


800 

1119 

1.360 

1.400 

220 

367 

1.640 

1.670 

4150 

6118 

1-450 

1.450 

21257 

23876 

1.140 

1.130 

100 

171 

1.680 

1.710 

949 

13985 

14.800 

14.750 

230 

26253 

114.000 

114.000 

3498 

8712 

2.470 

2.500 

1700 

1989 

1200 

1.170 

50543 

81404 

1.880 

1.870 

4500 

2325 

0.550 

0300 

5950 

10710 

I.S00 

1.800 

1850 

1285 

0.710 

0.690 

28900 

37612 

1270 

1.320 

175 

138 

0.770 

0.790 

51290 

■52311 

1.010 

1.100 

6490 

6879 

1.060 

1.060 

500 

470 

0.940 

0.940 

100 

129 

1.260 

1.290 

303 

382 

1.230 

1260 

16150 

6543 

0.420 

0.400 

100 

37 

0.390 

0.370 

350 

107 

0.320 

0.300 

14000 

1865 

0.650 

0.630 

1700 

411 

0.760 

0.740 

1500 

267 

0.190 

0.190 

4693 

6783 - 

1.440 

1.450 

105 

263 

2.500 

2.500 

750 

592 

0.810 

0.780 

5000 

1830 

0.370 

0370 

5650 

5577 

1.000 

0.980 

9179 

17846 

1.930 

1.950 

131654 

157516 

1290 

1.220 

17188 

23016 

1-340 

1.300 

1450 

5660 

3.910 

3.910 

. 8Q5Q_ 

10575 

.. .1.340 

*1.280 

23900 

41344 

1.710 

1.770 

150 

653 

4.300 

4350 

900 

909 

1.010 

1.010 

13170 

18651 

1.550 

1330 

10500 

6277 

0.630 

0.590 

540 

761 

1.420 

1.410 

4800 

12969 

2.720 

2.710 

58625 

81913 

3.570 

1.420 

100 

122 

1350 

1.220 

892 

6271 

7.020 

7.040 

74400 

14544 

0.210 

0.190 

50 

28 

0.330 

0360 

1850 

2147 

1.180 

1.160 

1500 

1710 

1.140 

1.140 

2844 

8350 

3.020 

2.950 

11350 

5888 

0.540 

0.520 


Jordan Glass Industries 
Grand total 


6700 

6444 

0.970 

0.960 

38487 

29054 

0.810 

0.760 

19100 

44546 

2.660 

2.540 

29027 

30188 

1.040 

1.040 

2603 

2343 

0.910 

0.900 

702312 

830225 




FOR RENT 

A ground floor apartment, with private entrance, tele- 
phone, garden. Consists of two bedrooms, two bath- 
rooms, kitchen, dining and living room. Special feature - 
built in closets. 

For further details contact 672153 or 825585. Loca- 
tion Jabal Amman between Fourth and Fifth 
Circles (behind Arab Air Cargo Office). 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Composed of 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, spacious salon, fully 
equipped built-in kitchen, Scandinavian furniture, independent 
utilities, independent telephone, intercom, TV, video, private 
garage. 

Best location in Swefieh — Abdoun. 

■ For more Information please call Tel: 810984 



XAL 



Activity on tbe Amman Financial Market for April 30, 1988. 

Number Volume Contracts 

Regular market; 

Top three companies: 
Intermediate Petrochemical 

150764 

JD 185746 

256 

Industries 

29000 

JD 36109 

65 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

15100 

JD 26489 

9 

Jordan Cement Factories 

20357 

JD 21171 

12 

hndtd market: 

51465 

JD 23658 

— 

Development bonds: 

380 

4002 

— 

Treasury bflb & bonds: 

— 

— 

— 

Other debentures: 





/Cinema 

1 CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 1 

terminator 

i ’ 


** ,W5 

- 



RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


FOR A DEATH 
OF A COP 


Mirnunu'i 
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. LONDON .(R) — Liverpool and English winger John Barnes. was 
voted footballer of the year by the English Football Writers’ 
Ass o ci atio n Saturday. Barnes, named earlier tins month player of 
the -year by his fellow professionals, and his dab captain Alan 
^Hansen collected. 96 per cent of the votes. Liverpool manager 
Xenhy Dalglis h said: f *I can’t work out who the other four per 
% cent voted for.”- 

Leconte defeats Becker to advance to finals 

"HAMBURG (AP) — France’s Henri Leconte defeated Boris 
Becker of -West Germany 3-6, .7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-2) Saturday to 
advance to. ihe finals of the $602,500 German Open tennis 
tournament. _ Leconte will now -meet the winner of the other 
semi-final match Saturday between Swederfs Kent Carlsson and 
-Spain’s Jorge Axrese. After the match, Leconte said he was 
pleased with his play. “I feel great. It was the first time I beat 
Boris and Pm pleased to have (tone it in Germany.” Leconte said. 
'”It was a big match for me,” Leconte added. 

USOC selects Atlanta as Olympic venae 

WASHINGTON (AP)'— The U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC) 
■- Friday selected Atlanta as the country's host dty candidate for the 
2996 Summer Olympics. Atlanta, in its initial bid to host an 
_ Olympiad, was chosen over Minneapoiis-St. Paul in a silent vote 
by the USOC executive board. After receiving interest from 14 
cities in January 1987, the USOC eventually narrowed the field to 
• the two finalists before making its decision. Atlanta wilt soon join 
Toronto, Athens, Greece and Belgrade, Yugoslavia as the only 
cities that have thus far submitted bids to host the 1996 games. 
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) will name its choice 
in the fall of 1990. 

Waddock proves doctors wrong 

CHARLEROI, Belgium (R) — Gary Waddock, the former Irish 
international and Queen's Park Rangers player rated too badly 
injured to remain in top flight soccer a year ago, has proved 
doctors wrong. After injuring his knee in a league match in 
November 1985, flame-haired Waddock was in plaster for three 
months. “It was just an ordinary tackle,”- he told Reuters. He 
resumed playing in August 1986 and was briefly recalled to the 
Rangers’ first team early in 1987. “But the insurance doctor said I 
would never make it back to the top," he said. The insurance 
company agreed to compensate the chib but as a result Waddock 
was barred from playing in the English League. “But I didn't want 
to retire,” Waddock said. He fought back to become the midfield 
dynamo of Belgian first division dub Charleroi just one year later. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

eiU7 Tribune Motfll Ganrian, Inc. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold! 

*J5 ?QM2 0/743 *1054 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
pass I C DN ‘ .1 # 

fw Pass ■ DM Pass 
2 ■ .. 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

** 9KW752 . 0AQ43 - *J«2 
The bidding ha*, proceeded: 

North East Sooth Wist 
1 * DM . ! ' 

What action do you take? 

Q3— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K9 ?A72 083 4AKQJ62 

. The bidding, lias proceeded: 

Sooth West. North East 
1 * 1 # - Pass Pass 

. * 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 


bold: 

*A8 <?A73 v95 *KQ19S4 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one no trump. 
What action do you take? 

'OJ^-Bodi vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*AI02 CQJ1BB -50872 *93 

The bidding has proceeded: . 

East Sooth West North 

1 <? Pan K Paas 

3 0 Pass 4 ‘7 Pass 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ A1B3 «5AK6 CJ7G2 *987 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West North 

17 Pass 3 <' Pass 

4 9 7 

What action do you take? 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Stanley started his garden today. 
He planted the seeds of discontent 
in my heart!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble theM four Jumbles, 
ooe letter to each square, to form 
four octfinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Mawerhere: 



BIG LOSS: A1 AhK etiminated A1 Kannfl 2-1 drum. A1 Hussein meets holders AJ Faisali Satur- 
Friday night in a football match played within the day night. Both dubs, A1 Hussein and AJ Faisali are 
Jordan Shield Championship a! the Amman Sta- the second round match. 


Senna takes pole position for San 
Marino Grand Prix motor race 


IMOLA. Italy (AP) — Brazilian 
Ayrton Senna gained the pole 
position for Sunday’s San Marino 
Grand Prix driving his tur- 
bocharged McLaren-Honda car 
in the fastest qualifying lap during 
Saturday's final practice session. 

The 28-year-old Brazilian 
turned the 5.04-kilometre (3. 132- 
mile) course at the Dino Ferrari 
Autodrozne of Imola in 1:27.148 
minutes at aa average speed of 
208.198 kmph (129.368 mph). 

France’s Alain Frost, who had 
been the fastest in Friday’s prac- 
tice, came in second in another 
McLaren-Honda, in 1:27.919. and 
will start Sunday’s race in front 
row. at the side of his Brazilian 
teammate. 

It was the second pole-posi- 
tion for Senna in as many races 
this year — the 18th of his career. 


Brazilian world champion Nel- 
son Piquet had the third best time 
in a Lotus- Honda. However be 
lagged more than three second 
behind the McLaren Duo, with a 
time of 1:30.500 minutes. 

lyaly's Alessandro Nannini was 
the best performer among the 
naturally-aspirated racers, in 
fourth place. He drove his Benet- 
ton-Ford in 1:30.59 minutes, 
ahead of Gerhard Berger, the 
Austrian driver of Ferrari. 

Senna, using slick tires on a dry 
track, was 14 seconds faster than 
Frost’s time of Friday, when driv- 
ers used rain tires on a wet 
asphalt. However, be still was 1.3 
seconds off the fastest qualifying 
lap he had clocked here last year. 

He has won four consecutive 
pole positions at the Imola cir- 
cuit. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MAY 1, 1988 


KSS HOROSCOPE 

• From th8 Carnot Rghter Inst&te 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Many changes in attitudes and 
situations are likely today, so you 
would be wise to remain very alert 
and consider the ramifications of all 
your actions. This is not the time 
to take any risks on long-shots. 

ARIES pHw.21 to Apr. IS) If you 
have a new financial plan in mind, 
consult with an expert before you 
put it in morion. Avoid getting into 
any arguments tonight. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Drop any acquaintances who have 
consistently let you down when yoa 
have depended on them, but be 
grateful to those who are loyal 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) A 
private worry which has been 
hindering your progress can be 
handled easily now. Don't rash 
around when traveling. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Don't allow yourself to 
become involved in an argument 
between your mate and a friend. 
Don't make assumptions today. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Deci- 
sions you make today will be rather 
far-reaching in their implications, so 
be sure yon make only wise ones. 
Don't rely on your intuition. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You 
would be wise to focus your atten- 


tion on family matters today. so 
plan something you can all do 
together this evening. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) A 
thoughtless attitude with your 
mate could bring about a bad -quar- 
rel. aa this person has been feeling 
somewhat neglected lately. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 
business acquaintance is just as 
stubborn aa you are, so rather than 
arguing, try to reach a compromise. 
Drive with the utmost care. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You have committed yourself to 
some work which is boring, but get 
it done anyway, since it will pay off 
handsomely eventually. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) 
If you go out for some recreation to- 
day, be sure to stay well within 
your budget. Try to help a good 
friend out of a bad situation. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Avoid doing anything which will 
destroy the harmony in your home. 
It would be wise to stay around 
people with a sense of humor today. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Watch what you say and do when 
dealing with others today, and 
avoid hurting someone's feelings. 
Use care in motion of any kind. 


Yesterday* 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbtes: MIRTH SWISH HBFER BIGAMY 
Answer: How to find out Hyowwateh la gaining— 
WEIGH IT 


THE Daily Crossword by Sidney L. Robbins 


ACROSS 
1 Highlanders 
6 Under the 
sheets 

10 Do gardening 

13 chL airport 

14 Lopez theme 
song 

15 Beer or East 

18 — tour (cake) 

17 Trolley 

18 Gain by work 

19 Manhattan 
b ud ding s 

22 Observe 

23 Arthurian lady 

24 Royal title 


27 Icelandic work 
30 Jeweled 
headdress 


command 
35 Festive 


42 Goat antelope 

43 Br. composer 

44 Consumed 

45 Ms Doolittle 
48 Hamilton's 

bttte 

48 Tctiro.' gp. 

48 Burden 
52 Pronoun 
64 Dosfmbto 
•oats 

60 Douse 

61 Showy Hover 

62 Archaeology 
find 

64 Diva's song 
66 Pfefet 

66 Muse ol 

poetry 

67 Obtain 
66 Sword 

68 drouR 
Journeys 

DOWN 

1 Soak 

2 Huntley or 
Atkins 

3 Solemn 
nramlu 


MMMMM 

dMMMM 

MMMMM 


IMMa MMMMM 


aiia 


C'lUS Trtxaw Madia Semen. 
AH WflM* Beaemvd 


Yesterday's Paula Salved: 


4 Attempts 

5 Divan 

B One against 

7 Nee 

8 Gladden 

9 Friend of 
Pythias 

10 listen 

11 Paddles 

12 Coastal bkd 
15 More Indigent 

20 Piece ol pie 

21 Flexible twig 

24 Boundary of 
bushes 

25 Becldess seat 
28 Muslim girt In 

Paradise 

28 Art school 

29 Keen 

31 First Eng. 
martyr 

32 Way to go 

33 Cnrishtg 
36 Skin woe 
36 Rocket 

launcher 


nnnn noun nnnn 
norm nnnnn nnnn 
anon nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nran 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
non nnnn Finn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnsnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
non nnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
non nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nn nnnn nnnn 


Grassy plain 
Nairobi’s land 
Evening party 
Join together 
Belt 

Exorbitant 

Interest 

Ripped 


55 Be patient 
58 Put to work 
57 Punts del — 

56 Mythotnaniac 
69 Heraldic word 
60 Droop 

63 Call (or 
help 


Senna, who was stopped fol- 
lowing an irregular start in tbe 
opening championship race in 
Brazil earlier this month, set the 
pole time after 30 minutes of 
practice. 

“At the beginning I was slowed 
down by traffic and by a faulty 
boost valve. When I resumed 
practice after changing the valve I 
immediately got tbe best time.” 
he explained.’ 

Tbe Ferrari team, supported by 
a partisan crowd on the home 
track, had a disappointing day. 

Berger, third in Friday's prac- 
tice. dropped two places Satur- 
day. 3.5 seconds behind Senna. 
His Italian teammate, Michele 
Alboreto, lagged tenth, 4.3 
seconds behind. 

Italy's Riccardo Patrese, at tbe 
wheel of an aspirated Wilbams- 
Judd, came sixth, worth a third- 
row start in the San Marino 
Grand Prix, the second event of 
the 1988 Formula 1 season. 

Eddie Cheever, the only North 
American driver in the competi- 
tion, edged Belgian Thierry 
Boutsen for seventh place, at the 
wheel of a turbocharged Arrows- 
Megatron. 

Ivan Cape Hi was the third Ita- 
lian driver among the top nine, at 
the wheel of an aspirated Marcj- 
Judd. 

Britain's Nigel Mansell, last 
year’s San Marino winner, lagged 
11th, 4.4 seconds behind Senna. 

Sunday's race is scheduled to 
begin at 2.30 p.m. (1230 GMT) 
for 60 laps, or 302.4 kilometres 
(187.90 miles). 

Oscar Larrauri of Argentina, 
Stefan Johansson of Sweden, 
Rene Amooux of France and 
Bernd Schneider of West Ger- 
many did not qualify. Only 26 
cars start in Sunday’s race. Lar- 
rauri, who- drove an Euro Bran- 
Ford, was the first of those eli- 
minated, in 27th place. 


Oriolesend 
losing streak 

CHICAGO (AP) — The Bald- 
more Orioles ended their 21- 
game losing streak Friday night 
by winning their first game of 
tbe season, 9-0 over the Chica- 
go White Sox on a four-hitter 
by Mark Williamson and pave 
Schmidt. 

Baltimore manager Frank 
Robinson predicted this week 
that it would take a shutout to 
end the Orioles* dud, and they 
got it as only one Chicago run- 
ner got past first base. William- 
son, 1-0, allowed three hits over 
six inning s in his fourth big 
leagne start and Schmidt 
finished for a save. 

Eddie Murray’s two-run 
homer in the first inning got the 
Orioles standing and cheering 
in the dngout, and this time 
they couldn’t find a way to lose. 
Cal Ripken wheat 4-for-5 with 
a homer and double, and 
rookie Pete Stankek, promoted 
from the minors earlier in the 
day, singled and scored in the 
fifth and sparked a four-run 
seventh with an RBI double. 

The Orioles, who established 
the longest losing streak in 
American League history with 
Thursday’s defeat in Minneso- 
ta, stopped short of the major 
league marie of 23 consecutive 
losses by tbe Philadelphia Phil- 
lies in 1961. 

Baltimore won all six games 
at Comisfcey Park last seson, 
and three cases of champagne 
were on tee and waiting for tbe 
Orioles in their dubbonse after 
this victory. It was their reward 
for ending the worst start in 
major league history and a 
team-record losing streak. 
Baltimore also had lost its final 
five exhibition games. 

A crowd of 14,059 sat quietly 
hi 56-degree (13-degree Cel- 
sius) weather as Baltimore 
stopped its inarch of misery. 

Robinson had watched his 
dub go 0-15 after replacing the 
fired Cal Ripken Sr. 


Davis to sail for 
New Zealand 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — San Diego-born Rod 
Davis, the sail master for tbe New 
Zealand America’s Cup challen- 
ger, has no qualms about trying 
to wrest yachting’s oldest and 
most prestigious prize from his 
former hometown sailing dub. 

In fact, Davis, who now calls 
Auckland home, is relishing the 
idea of returning to his old stamp- 
ing ground to take on Sail Amer- 
ica and the San Diego Yacht 
Club. 

Davis, 33, a former car racer 
and one of tbe world’s most 
experienced sailors, syas he ex- 
perts “a few rambles, but there 
always are.” 

“My home’s here now,” Davis, 
who has applied for New Zealand 
citizenship, said Saturday. 

“I grew up in San Diego but 
that doesn't mean you have to 
play in that baseball team, or you 
can't play in any other baseball 
team.” 

Davis said he was happy with 
the way the New Zealand Chal- 
lenge Syndicate’s 90-foot (27- 
metre) waterline yacht, the big- 
gest built for a cup series in more 
than 50 years, had progressed 
during trials here. 
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NBA Playoff 


Celtics keep old 
tradition intact 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Boston ' Celtics, who 
haven’t lost a first-round playoff series since 1956, 
looked like they were in for a tough battle for awhile 
Friday night. 

But a 32-9 second-half spurt led by Kevin McHale turned a 74-71 
deficit into a 103-83 Boston lead, and the Celtics went on to defeat 
the New York Knrdes 1 22-92 in their National Basketball Association 
(NBA) playoff opener Friday night. 

McHale scored 12 of his 29 points during the second-half surge, 
and Larry Bird also scored 29 for the Celtics. 

In other playoff openers Friday night, Atlanta edged Milwaukee 
110-107 and Denver beat Seattle 126-123. The Los Angeles Lakers 
played host to San Antonio in a late game. 

On Saturday, it’s Houston at Dallas, Washington at Detroit and 
Utah at Portland. Sunday's games have New York at Boston, 
Cleveland at Chicago, Seattle at Denver. Milwaukee at Atlanta and 
San Antonio at Los Angeles. 

Hawks 120, Bucks 107 

In Atlanta, Kevin Willis hit four straight free throws in the final 
1:22 as Atlanta overcame a 14-point deficit in the second half and 
edged Milwaukee. 

The Bucks took the lead for toe last time at 93-92 on a jumper by 
Paul Pressey with 6:22 left. Dominique Wilkins, who led Atlanta with 
26 points, then put the Hawks ahead to stay with 6:09 to go. 

The Bucks, however, stayed dose down toe stretch before Willis, 
who had 22 points, hit two free throws for a 104-101 lead with 1:22 
left. 

Nuggets 126, Souks 123 

In Denver, Lafayette Lever hit an 18-foot baseline jumper with 22 
seconds left and added a pair of free throws with 10 seconds 
remaining, lifting Denver over Seattle. 

The Nuggets, relying on a decisive free -throw advantage that saw 
them outscore toe Sonics 41-21 from toe line, rebounded from a 
15-point second-quarter defidt. 

Lever gave Denver its first lead of the second half, 120-119, with 
two free throws with 2:27 left. Sonics rookie Derrick McKey hit a 
free throw at 1:22 to produce a 120-120 tie, but Alex English then 
scored on a short jumper 17 seconds later, giving Denver the lead for 
good. 

Lakers 122, Spurs 110 

In Inglewood, California, James Worthy scored 22 points and Kurt - 
Rambis had 19 Friday night as the Los Angeles Lakers opened toe 
NBA playoffs with a 122-110 victory over the San Antonio Spurs. 

The defending champion Lakers, beginning their drive to become 
the first team in 19 years to win consecutive NBA titles, built a 60-49 
lead in the second quarter and were comfortably in front the rest of 
the way. 

The second game of toe best-of-five series is Sunday night at the 
forum. The series then shifts to San Antonio, with the third game 
scheduled Tuesday night. 


Shriver faces Sukova today 

TOKYO (R) — Top-seeded Pam Shriver fought back to beat 
fast-improving Larisa Savchenko of toe Soviet Union 6-7, 6-2, 6-4 
Saturday, advancing to toe final of the $300,000 Japan Open 
women's tennis tournament. 

Fifth-seeded Savchenko, 21, unnerved American Shriver, world 
ranked fourth, with her rifling returns of serve low and fast over the 
net. A blistering backhand ace landing inches inside the sideline 
clinched Savchenko the first ste tie-break 11-9. 

But Shriver. looking for her first singles tournament title in Japan, 
rallied back, punching through 10 service winners. 

“The real turning point was when the score was 2-3 in the third and 
1 was serving at 40-0 down,” said Shriver. “I just hung on and it 
worked." 

Shriver, 25, faces six-foot-two-inches (1.88 m) Helena Sukova of 
Czechoslovakia in Sunday’s final. 

Sukova overcame arch-rival Manuela Maleeva 7-6, 4-6, 6-3. She 
won the tie-break 7-1. 

That was the first time Sukova has beaten Bulgarian Maleeva in 
four encounters since 1982. 

Sukova, ranked one place behind Maleeva at seventh in the world, 
said her serve and volley game proved too strong for the Bulgarian's 
baseline tactics. 

“She stayed back on toe baseline. So I had a chance to recover 
even from her good serves,” said Sukova. 

But Sukova gave no predictions on the result of Sunday's final 
against Pam Shriver who is also a master of the serve and volley 
game. 
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Peace 
conference 
to tackle 


NOUMEA (R) — A French navy patrol boat shelled 
a Kanak separatist camp Saturday, the first in- 
tervention by the navy in over a week of ethnic 
violence that has swept the French-ruled territory. 


A spokesman for the French 
High Commission said the navy 
vessel turned artillery fire on the 
separatists after they fired at a 
25-nan squad of paramilitary 
gendarmes moving in on the 
camp at Pouobo, 400 kilometres 
northeast of Noumea. 

The 30 Kanaks (Melanesians) 
fled and there were no apparent 
injuries, the spokesman said. 

The gendarmes seized radio 
and other equipment and then 
reboarded the boat. La Mo- 
queuse. to continue patrolling the 
coast of the Pacific territory. 

The incident happened with 
France still trying to gain the 
release of 23 hostages held by 
separatists. 

A show of strength by 7.000 
soldiers and paramilitary gen- 
darmes, many sent from the 
French mainland to police the 
volatile territory before last Sun- 


day's French presidential elec- 
tion, has failed to restore order. 

Police said they arrested two 
dozen people Friday, including a 
Roman Catholic nun charged 
with harbouring a suspected 
separatist gunman. 

Indigenous Melanesians 
(Kanaks), who boycotted the 
election as part of their fight to 
end French rule, are holding a 
magistrate and 22 gendarmes hos- 
tage in a limestone cave on the 
remote atoll of Ouvea, 300 km. 
from Noumea. 

Gunmen struck again Wednes- 
day, capturing eight French nego- 
tiators as they picked their way 
through thick undergrowth to be- 
gin talks on releasing their col- 
leagues. 

Among the captives is Philippe 
Legorjus, leader of France's elite 
anti-terrorist Gign gendarme 
squad, who is believed to be still 


negotiating with about 15 heavily- 
armed Kanaks for the release of 
his fellow captives. 

A spokesman for the High 
Commission, which represents 
the Paris government 20,000 km. 
away, said negotiations were dif- 
ficult “because the kidnappers 
have forwarded absolutely no de- 
mands." 

Yeiwene Yeiweoe, second-in- 
command of the Kanak Socialist 
National Liberation Front 
(FLNKS), told French television 
the impasse could only be broken 
if a neutral negotiator replaced 
right-wing Overseas Territories 
Minister Bernard Pons. 

Pons, who has been in New 
Caledonia since Sunday, called 
Friday for the dissolution of the 
FLNKS and Prime Minister Jac- 
ques Chirac said he would consid- 
er the request. 

Kanaks make up 43 per cent of 
the archipelago’s 145,000 popula- 
tion and demand an end to 144 
years of French rule which they i 
say favours white and other set- 
tlers concentrated in the prosper- | 
ous, beach-lined capital. 


Angola, 

Namibia 


Panama disputes U.S. report 


agreemg to resign 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Panamanian strongman Manuel 
Antonio Noriega has tentatively 
agreed to resign as defence chief 
but will remain in Panama at least 
temporarily, a U.S. government 
official says. 

Noriega reached his decision 
during private consultations over 
the past two months with the 
administration of President 
Ronald Reagan, including a face- 
ic-face meeting this week with a 
Slate Depart niin i envoy, the offi- 
cial said Friday. 

In Panama, however, officials 
denied U.S. reports of a deal with 
Noriega. 

“That agreement does noi ex- 
ist.” Foreign Minister Jorge Rit- 
ter said at a sews conference. 

“The basis for an agreement 
has to be the normalisation of 
relations between the two coun- 
tries,’* Ritter said. “You can 
hardly reach an agreement when 
relations with the United States 
are at the point they are.” 

Panamanian Ambassador Juan 
B. Sosa, a leader of the anti- 


because it would allow Noriega to 
remain in Panama after his res- 
ignation. 

“We have to settle for three- 
fourths of a loaf,” the official 
said. 

The Washington Post said in 
Friday's editions that Noriega is 
known to prefer the Dominican 
Republic if be is forced in exile. It 
quoted officials as saying that 
Noriega probably would resign in 
a matter of weeks. 

Publicly, the Reagan adminis- 


tration pursued a policy of stu- 
died silence Friday, with neither 
the White House nor the State 
Department offering comment. 
Officials apparently are con- 
cerned that excessive publicity 
might prompt Noriega to reassess 
his tentative decision to step 
down after five years as chief of 
the defence forces. 

Noriega's resignation presum- 
ably would pave the way for free 
elections and the restoration of 
constitutional rule in Panama. 


Contras drop major 
demand impeding talks 


Noriega forces in Washington, 
reacted sharplv to word of the 


reacted sharply to word of the 
proposed agreement, accusing 
the United States of going 
beyond its authority in trying to 
negotiate Panama's political fu- 
ture. 

That issue, be said in an inter- 
view, “has to be negotiated by 
Panamanians." 

The U.S. official, insisting on 
anonymity, said the tentative 
solution was “less than ideal” 


MANAGUA (Agencies) — Re- 
bel leaders dropped a demand 
that their fighters receive 
ammunition and weapons after 
moving into cease-fire zones, re- 
moving a major obstacle in peace 
talks with the government. 

However, contra representa- 
tives rejected a government prop- 
osal that would have allowed the 
rebels to receive humanitarian 
aid channelled through the Inter- 
national Red Cross. 

In another development Fri- 
day, Deputy Foreign Minister 
Victor Hugo Tinoco charged that 
the contras suffered deep internal 
divisions and that some segments 
rejected disarming and returning 
to civilian life. 

Rebel spokesman Bosco Mata- 


moros said during the second 
round of talks in Managua that 
the Nicaraguan Resistance, 
another reference to the U.S.- 
supported contras, wanted the 
right to select who channels the 
aid. Otherwise, he said, the re- 
bels would be “in a vulnerable 
position." 

“We understand it is to be a 
neutral organisation selected by 
the resistance and not by the 
Sand inis ta government,” Mata- 
moros said. Rebels consider the 
International Red Cross sym- 
pathetic to the government. 

Tinoco’s comments came on 
the second day of talks in the 
capital to work out details of a 
cease-fire pact signed by both 
sides on March 23. - 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


Nuclear detection experiment successful 


GEP.LACH, Nevada (AP) — American and Soviet scientists 
exchanged vodka roasts after claiming victory in the first of a 
series of experiments they hope will prove that a cheat-proof ban 
in all nuclear weapons resting is possible. “The experiment is 
successful/' Charles Archambeau, a University of Colorado- 
Boalder geophysics professor, said Friday after delicate seismic 
equipment detected a low-yield simulated nuclear blast in the 


Nevada desert. “It means that we can more accurately gauge the 
numbers and distribution of stations that will be required to verify 
a low-threshold treaty. It also will help us to set the threshold of 
what’s verifiable,” he said. Archambeau heads the Seismic 
Monitoring Advisory Committee of the Natural Resources 
Defence Council, a private group conducting the experiments in 
this country and the Soviet Union in cooperation with the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences. Scientists initially thought Friday's detona- 
tion of 10 tonnes of TNT had failed to register on any of the 143 
seismic monitors scattered throughout Nevada, but' a more 
detailed study indicated the test was successful. 


Armenian TV broadcasts in disputed 
region 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


Tender Notice No. TCC 4/88 
Transmission Equipment 



The ( eleconmunications Corporation of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan (TCC) announces Tender No. TCC 
4/88 (Transmission Equipment — Supply and Installation) 
as part or the Implementation Programme of the "Five- 
Year Development Plan" to expand the Telephone Net- 
work in Jordan. 

This project includes: 

— Rcdptoyment and expansion of the existing transmission 
systems. 

— Supply and installation of new transmission systems. 

Specialised companies are hereby invited to submit their 
bids in accordance with the Terms, Stipulations and 
Technical Specifications contained in the Bidding Docu- 
ments. 

Bidders are requested to submit in addition to a bid price 
a financing proposal to finance the foreign exchange 
portion of ’the cost of the subsequent contract to be 
awaraed. 

Bidding Documents can be purchased from the office of 
the Secretary of Tender Committee. Telecommunications 
Corporation, P.O. Sox 1689, Amman. Jordan as of 2nd 
May. 1986 against a payment of a non-refundable fee of 
five hundred Jordanian dinars (JD 500). 

Bids, accompanied by a Bid Security, are to be submitted 
in English to the office of the Secretary of Tender 
Committee net later than 12:00 noon local time Monday, 
Aug. 15. 1983. 

Director General 

Eng. Mohammad Shahid Ismail 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet television began broadcasting in the 
Armenian language Friday to Nagorno-Karabakh, whose popula- 
tion sparked ethnic unrest by seeking to withdraw from the 
Azerbaijan Republic and join neighbouring Armenia. Transmis- 
sion of Armenian programming to the largest dty, Stepanakert, 
and the rest of the region starred “thanks to a powerful repeater 
station built there over a very short rime,” said the Soviet news 
agency TASS. After protests began in Mid-February, the Soviet 
government last month turned down the demand to attach 
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia. Instead it announced an eight- 
year, multi-million ruble plan to improve the cultural and 
economic life of the region. Armenian-language television prog- 
ramming was one of the items specifically included in the 
government plan. 


Red Army suspect pleads innocent 


NEWARK. New Jersey (AP) — A man linked to a Left-wing 
Japanese guerrilla group pleaded innocent Friday to weapons 
possession charges. 17 days after police found three pipe bombs in 
his car along the New Jersey Turnpike. FBI agents have been 
investigating a possible link between the man. Yu Kikumura, 35. 
and a U.S. military club bombing in Naples, Italy, that killed five 
people, including a U.S. servicewoman. Italian authorities have 
linked the bombing to the guerrilla group. Italian authorities have 
confirmed that Kikumura was in their country in February. FBI 
Spokesman James Knights said he could not comment on the 
continuing investigation. The Japanese Foreign Ministry has 
identified Kikumura as a suspected member of the Red Army. 


Dr. Jamal AI Sha’er 

Gynecologist 

Receives his patients at his clinic in 


AI Ahli Hospital, Abdali, as of 1/5/88 
Tel: 664164/5/6 


Tel: 664164/5/6 

Clinic hours: 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. & 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 
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U. S. differs with Soviets 


over key INF provisions 



LONDON ( AP) — A conference 
next week will bring the United 
States, Angola, Cuba and South 
Africa together for the first time 
to discuss troop withdrawals from 
Angola and independence for 
South West Africa, the govern- 
ment said Friday. 

The conference, to be held 
Tuesday and Wednesday at a 
secret London location, follows 
intense diplomatic activity aimed 
at ending the 13-year-old Ango- 
lan civil war and achieving inde- 
pendence for neighbouring South 
West Africa, also known as 
Namibia, which is controlled by 
South Africa. 

Announcement of the talks by 
the British Foreign Office fol- 
lowed a meeting Friday between 
Anatoly Ad amishin , a Soviet de- 
puty. foreign minister, and Ches- 
ter Crocker, U.S. assistant secret- 
ary of state for African affairs. 

U.S. officials said Crocker 
would lead the U.S. delegation to 
the talks but the delegates of the 
other nations were not identified. 
A statement from South Africa’s 
Foreign Ministry said none of its 
representatives would have 
cabinet rank. 

Adamishin told a news confer- j 
ence the Soviet Union, although | 
not a participant at the meeting, I 
supports the “political dynam- j 
ism” that led to the new attempt | 
at a political settlement in south- 
ern Africa. 

The United States seeks a 
timetable for withdrawal of the 
40,000 Cuban military personnel 
in Angola. Angola and the Soviet 
Union want South Africa to with- 
draw its forces from Namibia and 
comply with a 1986 United Na- 
tions demand to give it independ- 
ence. 

Angola's Marxist government, 
with Cuban help and Soviet back- | 
ing, is fighting rebels of the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, or UN- 
ITA, which is supported by South 
Africa and the United States. 

Previous efforts at a settlement 
have stalled, in part because of 
U.S. support for South Africa's 
demand that the Cuban troops 
leave before it gives independ- 
ence to Namibia. 

Sooth Africa captured the 
mineral-rich territory from Ger- 
many in World War Z and con- 
trols it under a League of Nations 
mandate abrogated by the United 
Nations in 1966. The South West 
Africa People’s Organisation 
(SWAFO), which has bases in 
southern Angola, is fighting a 
guerrilla war for independence 
for the territory. 

The Angolan government has 
refused to talk directly with UN- 
IT A and the rebels are not in- 
cluded in the London conference. 
Adamishin said the Soviets and 
Angolans consider UNITA “like 
an arm of South Africa." 


WASHINGTON^) — The Un- 
ited States said Friday it is at odds 
with the Soviet Union over key 
provisions of a new treaty scrap- 
ping medium-range missiles, a 
development that could further 
complicate Senate approval of the 
pact prior to the May summit in 


The dispute, involving proce- 
dures to prevent cheating, arose 
during talks between U.S. and 
Soviet technical experts, and 
Washington has raised it with 
Moscow through diplomatic 
channels. State Department 
spokesman Charles Redman said, 
“In these (expert) talks, the 
Soviets have advanced positions 
on some issues that are more 
restrictive than the provisions of 
the INF treaty," he told repor- 
ters. 


Redman said the U.S.-Soviet 
dispute concerned the size of 
containers, vehicles and struc- 
tures which U.S. inspectors can 
examine ami the degree of access 
they will have during inspections 
of Soviet military facilities. 

President Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev signed 
the intermediate-range nuclear 
forces (INF) treaty, eliminating 
missiles with a range of 500-5,500 
kilometres, at their Washington 
summit last December. 


Reagan has said he hoped the 
Senate could approve the accord, 
the first to scrap an entire dass of 
nuclear weapons, before he 
meets Gorbachev in Moscow on 
May 29- June 2. 

Dispute over verifications 


“That, of course, we can’t 
accept," be said, adding that 
Washington hoped for a quick 
Soviet response . 


But leading senators said again 
Friday several problems must be 
resolved first, including the. U.S. - 
Soviet dispute over verification 
provisions that Redman dis- 
closed. 


Senate Democratic ..leader 
Robert Byrd accused Moscow of 
“reneging” on the INF measures 
against cheating and said the Sen- 
ate “will be more fair to the 
treaty... if these problems can be 
clarified before we begin action 
on the treaty.” 

Byrd told reporters he had 
tentatively set May 11 as the date 
to begin debate on the accord, 
one day after key senators discuss 
remaining problems with top 
administration officials. 

The West Virginian senator 
said if the problems are taken 
care of, “I don’t see why we can’t 
approve ratification of this trea- 
ty" by the start of the Moscow 

s ummi t. 

North Carolina Senator Jesse 
Helms, a Republican opponent of 
the INF accord, said issues like 
the verification dispute have 
made more senators question the 
pact, but conceded there were 
still not enough opponents to 
block Senate approval. 


Aiding the 

anti-alcohol 

campaign 


Soviet paper suggests 
‘anti-Gorbachev plot’ 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Culture Ministry newspaper 
Sovietskaya Kultura suggested 
Saturday that Communist Party 
officials could be plotting to re- 
move Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

It published a letter presented 
as written by a reader in Siberia 
who expressed fears known to be 
held by many liberal intellectuals 
and Gorbachev supporters that 
his position was under mounting 
attack front conservatives. 

“A (party) plenum at which 
M.S. Gorbachev could be re- 
moved... is still a real possibility. 
It is far from everywhere and far 
from unanimously that the party 
apparatus supports our leader,” 
the letter said. 

Public backing by party offi- 
cials for Gorbachev’s “peres- 
troika” reconstruction program- 
me was not always sincere, it 
said. 

“But if there is an effort to 
block the perestroika, the people 
will not keep silent this time,” the 
letter said in a clear reference to 
the lack of reaction to the ouster 
of Nikita Khrushchev in 1964. 


“Almost every citizen of the 
Soviet Union is for Gorbachev. 
Against him are a handful of 
people who are biding their time 
behind the double doors of their 
offices,” the letter, signed Y. 
Borokbovich. said. 


Gorbachev: 
Kremlin made 
‘tragic’ errors 
towards 
Christians 


MOSCOW (R) — When a Soviet 
factory bottled a beer with a dead 
mouse inside it, it drew tongue- 
in-cheek praise from a newspaper 
for helping the Kremlin’s anti- 
alcohol drive. “Die staff at the 
Moscow Beer and Beverage En- 
terprise has found a new way. of 
keeping citizens away from the 
bad habit of drinking beer,” the 
youth newspaper Moskovsky 
Komsomolets said in an article 
Saturday. “Keep it up.” The bot- 
tle was sold Tuesday at a Moscow 
shop, Moskovsky Komsomolets 
said. It published a photograph of 
the unopened bottle with the 
clear outline of a rodent Coating 
in it. “As a result of this, half a 
liter of wicked potion remained 
undnink,” the newspaper said. 
“Only the Society for the Protec- 
tion of Animals does not appear 
to be doing its work,” it con- 
cluded. 


And it’s not pressing 
in Cyprus? 


Publication of the letter, one of 
many on similar themes now 
appearing in newspapers identi- 
fied with Gorbachev, came amid 
strong reports in Moscow that the 
Kremlin chief had recently defe- 
ated a bid to sidetrack his re- 
forms. 

It followed a warning in 
Sovietskaya Kultura earlier this 
month from playwright Alexan- 
der Gelman that bureaucrats and 
conservatives were hoping to use 
this summer's party conference to 
wreck the reconstruction prog- 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikh ail Gorbachev met the lead- 
er of the Russian Orthodox 
church Friday and said the Soviet 
state had made tragic mistakes in 
its past treatment of Christians, 
TASS news agency said. 

Is bis first formal reception of 
Russian Orthodox Church Pat- 
riarch Pimen, Gorbachev also 
said believers “have the full right 
to express their conviction with 
dignity” and pledged the state 
would not interfere. 

Gorbachev said Christians had 


suffered during the “cult of per- 
sonality,” a reference to the rule 


Gorbachev has increasingly 
spoken of a danger from oppo- 
nents of reform and his backers 
have indicated he hopes to 
reshape the top leadership at the 
conference to ensure cohesion as 
perestroika moves into its crucial 
phase. 


of late Soviet dictator Josef 
Stalin. 


NICOSIA (R) — The Greek 
language is being blamed for' a 
dilemma apparently increasingly 
angering women on the 
Mediterranean island of Cyprus. 
More and more women are ob- 
jecting to being asked whether 
they are “Miss” or “Mis,” but 
their language has no such word 
yet as the Englisb-styte “Ms.” 
The Cyprus newspaper Alithia, 
championing the women's cause, 
had no answers but commented it 
was a bit much for a woman to 
have to report on her marital 
status each time she picked up the 
phone. Grammarian Nfcos Had- 
jioannou. however, held out . 
long-term hope: “A word (such ft 
as Ms) is not created until you 
feel the need ... in English the 
need was more pressing,” he 
said. 


“Not everything was easy and 
simple in the sphere of state- 
church relations... religious orga- 
nisations were also affected by 
the tragic developments that 
occurred in the period of the cult 
of personality," Gorbachev said. 


Me Cartney’s gift 


Scientists report advances 
in technology miniature 


By Jim Fuller 

USIA 


WASHINGTON — U.S. scien- 
tists are reporting a revolution in 
technology that will allow them to 
build practical devices 2,000 
times smaller than the diameter 
of a human hair, and ultimately 
to construct any structure, large 
or small, from individual atoms 
and molecules. 

Pioneers in the field of 
nanotechnology are building 
some of the smallest mechanical 
devices ever seen under a micro- 
scope. Working in various labor- 
atories around the United States, 
they are sculpting tiny lasers used 
in optical communications sys- 
tems, building microscopic ter- 
rains on the surfaces of silicon 
computer chips and constructing 
extremely small devices to study 
how blood cells squeeze through 
the tiny pores in the bone 
marrow. 

Others in the field predict that 
the new technology will lead to 
super-fast, molecular-sized tran- 
sistors for use in radars and artifi- 
cial intelligence systems that 
duplicate human capabilities; 
microscopic machines that swim 
through the human body like tiny 
vascular submarines to destroy 
viruses, cancer cells and blood 
clots; and molecu larly perfect 
plastics and metals that are light- 
er. stronger and more durable 
than ever thought possible. 

Ultimate building blocks 


is technology built on the atomic 
scale. 

Drexler said that although no 
one has yet succeeded in pushing 
individual atoms around in a 
molecule, a tool called the scan- 
ning tunneling microscope could 
make it possible. This micro- 
scope. whose inventors won the 
Nobel Prize in 1986, uses a sharp 
needle point and a minute stream 
of electrical current to outline the 
shapes 'of atoms and molecules. 

Researchers have used the 
microscope to visualise biological 
materials, such as membranes; 
DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid), 
the molecule that carries genetic 
information; and collagen, a pro- 
tein component in bone. Recent- 
ly a group of scientists at Interna- 
tional Business Machines (IBM) 
used the microscope to put a 
small molecule onro a piece of 
graphite and then to remove it. 
The technology thus provides the 
potential for creating many new 
materials and for designing drugs. 

According to experts, the nas- 
cent field of nanotechnology is 
growing rapidly, the idea appeal- 
ing to more and more researchers 
in disciplines ranging from plant 
pathology to astronomy. Scien- 
tists in Japan, Western Europe 
and the Soviet Union are also 
working with nanotechnology. 


25.000 millionths of a metre. This 
is about 2,000 times smaller than 
a human hair, or about the size of 
a virus or a macromolecule. 

According to Galvin, the lab 
recently contributed to the de- 
velopment of a transistor capable 
of 113,000 million switching cy- 
cles per second, the fastest ever 
achieved. Transistors — more 
than a million can be packed on a 
fuigemail-sized silicon chip — are 
tiny elements used to switch cur- 
rent flow in computers and other 
devices. 


MOSCOW (R) — British singer 
Paul Me Cartney has signed a 
contract to release a new record 
album exclusively in the Soviet 
Union this autumn, the newspap- 
er Komsomolskaya Pravda said 
Saturday. Thirteen rock and roll 
classics from the 1950s and 1960s 
will be on the album released by 
the Soviet recording firm Melo- 
diya, the Communist youth news- 
paper said. In an interview with 
the newspaper in London, former 
Bcatle Me Cartney said the album 
was a gift to his fens in the Soviet 
Union. “I knew that my records 
were a hit in the Soviet Union, 
that the Beatles and Beatfes^tyie 
music is loved there,” Me Cart- 
ney told the newspaper. “The 
new spirit of friendship and open- 
ness that is coming from the 
Soviet Union inspired me to 
make a present to my fans in your 
country," he was quoted as 
saying. 


“Atoms and molecules are the 
ultimate building blocks of na- 
ture,” said K. Eric Drexler, a 
visiting scholar at Stanford Uni- 
versity and one of the leading 
pioneers in the field. “We can 
picture atoms as beads and mole- 
cules as clumps of beads. But 
practically everything in our 
world, the macroworld, is shot 
through with impurities. When 
you gel to specify the location of 
every atom, everything you build 
is just as strong, just as flexible as 
theofy allows. And the potential 
applications are limitless.” 


This month marked the 10th 
anniversary of the premier 
national laboratory in the field. 
Connell University’s National 
Nanofabrication Facility, the only 
research centre of its kind where 
visiting scientists from universi- 
ties. industry and government can 
build supersmali devices. The 
U.S. National Science Founda- 
tion recently awarded the Cornell 
lab a $10 million grant for re- 
search over the next five years. 
Until now the laboratory has con- 
centrated on building sub-micron 
scale devices whose features mea- 
sure less than a millionth of a 
metre. 


A group of engineers from 
Cornell and a major commercial 
lab were able to construct an 
extremely small “gate” to control 
the flow to current in the transis- 
tor. The gate was fabricated by 
using a state-of-the-art machine 
that focuses a beam of electrons 
to etch patterns of lines as a arrow 
as one nanometre, or a mere five 
atoms wide. 

Recently biologists from the 
University of Rochester used the 
lab to study the rate at which red 
blood cells squeeze out through 
tiny pores in the bone marrow 
into the bloodstream, a process 
critical to a person’s health. Until 
now it has been Impossible to 
study the process in a living per- 
son because the bone marrow is 
inaccessible. But the researchers 
were able to etch a hole the size 
and shape of the pore into a 
silicon membrane and squirt 
blood cells through the hole to 
study how they exit the bone 
marrow. 


lacocca embarrassed 
by $ 18 m 


HIGHLAND PARK, MI (R) — 
Chrysler Corp Chairman Lee 
lacocca said Wednesday he was 
embarrassed by his 1987 earnings 
of nearly $18 million in salary, 
bonus and exercised stock op- 
tions. But be said he would not 
apologise for payments to him or 
other Chrysler executives. “I was 
embarrassed,” lacocca told a 
press conference. “But what 
should I do? Should I root for the. 
stock to go down?” He said his 
pay was a result of the success of 
Chrysler since he signed a four- 
year contract in 1983. Last week a 
Chrysler proxy statement showed 
that even though lacocca took- 
about a $6 million pay cut in 
1987. he still earned $17.9 mil- 
lion. 


A little lax 


The smaller, the greater 


Nanotechnology refers to the 
use of submicroscopic atoms and 
molecules for tasks now per- 
formed by visible machines. The 
term nanotechnology is derived 
from the word nanometre — 
1,000 millionth of a metre, or 
about ten times the diameter of a 
hydrogen atom. Nanotechnology 


“But now there are several labs 
around the country capable of 
making such devices, so it's lime 
for us to set our sights “lower," 
said Deputy Director Gregory 
Galvin. “Ironically, the smaller 
we go, the greater will be our 
impact oi) science and industry." 

The Cornell lab will concen- 
trate on building structures 
measuring 25 nanometres, or 


Scientists also plan to use nano- 
fabricated models to determine 
how to design artifical joint im- 
plants so that bones? regrow 
around them to form a strong 
bond. 

Plant pathologists at Cornell 
are studying how certain fungi, 
called rusts, infect bean plants. 
Die fungus disease costs U.S. 
farmers SI .000 million a year In 
lost crops. Scientists found that 
the rusts seemed to feel their way 
over the plant’s surface, sear- 
ching for the tiny breathing pores 
called stomata. The mystery was 
how the fungus could distinguish 
the stomata from other bumps 
and pockets in the plant's surface. 

By constructing tiny, precisely- 
made artificial terrains in the tab, 
the researchers discovered that 
the fungi used a sense of touch to 
cue in on a characteristic ridge 
that surrounds the stomata. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department kept millions 
of dollars worth of travellers 
checks in unlocked cabinets and 
piled on floors in an operation so 
lax that more than $59,000 was 
embezzled and $307,780 cannot 
be accounted for, the depart- 
ment’s inspector general reported ' 
Wednesday. Some of the advance 
payments have been written off 
as uncollectable and some were 
.made to accounts W<nring 
obviously fictitious names* in-^ 
eluding that of ‘*LudMg:Von 
Beethoven," said Frank Con- ’ 
afcan, an assistant U.S.'Cdfflptroi- 
ier general. Government. ihyesti- 
gators testified that cdnftbte on 
State Department travel/ adv- 
ances were so dafij ^ aiBA diit 
515 million in such ; 

jjfhnquent, a totalttaai^udcS>.;’ 
»b95 advance to JLfetdehant-CoF' 
°nel Oliver L. North' tfr&t is four 
years overdue. 




